ARISS International Team Teleconference

Tuesday, September 24, 2002, 11:30 UTC



Agenda:

1)  ARISS Meeting at NASA GSFC in December
Frank Bauer to Present

2)  Results of August 26 antenna EVA
Sergej Samburov and Frank Bauer to present

3)  Discussions between Keigo Komuro and head of Kenwood
Keigo Komuro to present

4)  Taxi Flights---how to support in the future---Roy Neal would like to add this to December Meeting Agenda
Roy Neal to present

5)  ARISS Official Observers for ISS frequencies
Miles Mann to present

6)  What are the ARISS plans for educating the world on ISS frequencies
Miles Mann to present

7)  Various ops discussions:  Who are the ISS Sysops and what are their duties?   PMS Web Access?
Miles Mann to discuss

Minutes:

1)  ARISS Meeting at NASA GSFC in December
Frank covered dates and times as well as possible tours (National Air & Space Museum, others) and social events

- thinking about tour on Thursday morning to minimize impact to actual meeting times

- US team needs inputs and suggestions from team members as well

Agenda for Dec. meeting to be coordinated by Gaston - please send list to him

2)  Results of August 26 antenna EVA
Sergej would like to discuss how all 4 antennas would be used, now that they are successfully deployed, perhaps in a technical meeting

3)  Discussions between Keigo Komuro and head of Kenwood
Deferred until next meeting since Keigo is not present; please read information in email from Frank

4)  Taxi Flights---how to support in the future

Roy Neal would like to add this to December meeting agenda:

· need to see how taxi crewmember team is operating as to whether or not ARISS might have a good experience and good event with them

· Lance Bass flight is under discussion right now

· Frank De Winne and his team appear to be working well with the ARISS team and prospects look good for a good ARISS experience on that taxi flight

Gaston – said took a lot of work to make Frank De Winne’s flight work out

Roy – flights can go well or not, so need to study first before we spend effort

Frank – agreed, said we need to discuss at length to set up processes and expectations before we move out on any particular individual on any particular flight

Sergej – will send out information on taxi flight crewmember classifications regarding amateur radio (User, Operator, or Specialist)

· begins with evaluation of experience, interest, and skill level


5)  ARISS Official Observers for ISS frequencies
Miles Mann sent proposal regarding Official Observers (OO). Main goal is to educate the public regarding operating errors. Will lead to more people using packet system correctly, allowing more efficient use. US can be covered with 3 or 4 stations, would need some more for Europe. This worked well during Mir operations, especially in getting the word out and increasing the success rate for more amateurs, and probably would help on ISS, too. The key to this is the procedure, and Miles would like to have ISS look at the procedure and approve it for implementation.

Tim – ARRL involved? Miles – yes. Rosalie – OO program is only meant to help people who are operating in violation of FCC rules.

Frank – do not want “ISS Police,” want to convey that are trying to be helpful. Rosalie – sometimes OO notices do cause negative feelings, so we would want to be careful. Frank – one-on-one conversations via email or phone might be the best way to handle things.

Miles has operating procedures on the web, is referenced by ARISS website.

Roy – these people need some backing so they will be listened to. Gaston – Packet Mentors? Ken Pulfer – need some formality to their training and operations, so suggested Miles think about this and come up with a plan for the December meeting.

6)  What are the ARISS plans for educating the world on ISS frequencies
Frank – agrees with need to educate more of the world on this topic. 

Miles – ARISS has done a good job of getting and keeping frequencies for ISS. Valery is giving us good information as to what areas of the world are working out. US – going well. Problems over Spain and China, probably due to interference from taxis illegally using 2m frequencies.

Frank – need to get a small document together to distribute to various journals around the world. Miles – need to aim for non-satellite people, as most satellite enthusiasts understand and follow the frequency uses.

7)  Various ops discussions:  Who are the ISS Sysops and what are their duties?   PMS Web Access?
Miles – Valery is very active on packet and the mailbox is filling up. Who is responsible for maintaining it? How long should mail sit on ISS before being deleted.

Frank – ARISS is generating a procedure for Valery to maintain the PMS and set the parameters. Until that happens, ground team does not have access to Sysop functions. Gil Carman, WA5NOM, is to be Sysop, but can’t get access. Mail will be deleted when Sysop functionality is restored.

Sergej – procedure is being finalized for implementation soon. Training is required for crewmembers to use the PMS.

Miles – would like to have a list of ARISS technical team members to whom problems can be emailed (off frequency, etc.)? Frank – is needed, is being worked.

Questions (prior to Miles’ agenda additions):

Ken Pulfer – security concerns for foreign nationals at December meeting? Frank – meeting is technically off-site, so should be easier. Will be double-checking.

Gaston – Rosalie: news on schools? Rosalie – still working it.

8) (Not on agenda) Miles: PMS Bug

Miles – bug occurs a couple times a week, but clears up on its own: Log in, no mail displayed in mailbox even though memory counter shows most of 65k is used up. A couple of hours later the messages are back, and it appears that no messages are actually being lost. Is willing to write a short notice explaining not to worry if people see it.

Frank – asked Miles to work with Gil so he knows what is going on, plus make sure Gil is in on the note to be distributed.

9) (Not on agenda) Miles: Testing in Russia

Miles – what is status? Sergej – planning is going on full-speed.

Miles – SpaceCam part of it? Should he plan on attending? Sergej – SpaceCam currently not in plans, might be good idea. Should be discussed next week. Frank – 2 sets of testing going on: certification for existing hardware on orbit, and Phase II hardware.

Respectfully Submitted:  Mark Setiner, K3MS

