Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)

October 14: Students at Ramona Lutheran Christian School (RLCS) in Ramona, CA had an ARISS contact with Chris Cassidy who answered 17 questions. RLCS’s lead ARISS teacher Kelly Cammarano, a Navy veteran, was thrilled her students spoke with Cassidy, a US Navy Captain! Watching and listening live to the social-distanced student interviewers at the school were 1,458 people including fellow students, educators, school administrators, parents, and area citizens. The videographer posted a recording on the web 3 days later, garnering 330 more viewers within 24 hours. At the Red Hill Lutheran School in Tustin, CA, 80 miles away, students and teachers had a ham radio set and listened to the ARISS contact. RLCS engages students in STEM-enrichment activities: robotics, coding, physics, space-related sciences. The Ramona Outback Amateur Radio Society (ROARS) mentored students in radio theory and on-air protocol for handling emergency communications, and supported the contact. In 2019, Kelly Cammarano, who had earned her ham license a year earlier, attended ARRL’s (American Radio Relay League) week long professional development course in Connecticut on integrating wireless technology into school. Afterwards, ARRL awarded RLCS a complete set of radio station equipment, making for the first school ham station in Ramona. ROARS provided needed items to make it solar powered. The school enjoyed several nice news articles written in the past 8 months about student ARISS activities. 

 
October 8: Students from KMO Kolska Wyspa in Kolo, Poland who took part in a recent ARISS contact spoke in that city at its World Space Week 2020 celebration. Attendees at the event included 82 primary and secondary students, the deputy head of Kolo, school principals, teachers, parents and two media outlets’ reporters. Event leaders recognized the students who spoke to Chris Cassidy during the ARISS contact. The ARISS students and leaders gave presentations about the ISS, ham radio, and the ARISS program. KMO Kolska Wyspa was lauded for teaching all ages of children about robotics and then students in grades 1 through 12 gave demonstrations showing off their robots, many assembled while youth have been home for Covid. 


October 17: Dave Taylor, Kerry Banke and Frank Bauer gave a one-hour presentation at the 2020 AMSAT Symposium, which boasted 891 viewers. The three spoke on these major topics: an overview of ARISS’s past year, development history of ARISS’s new InterOperable Radio System on the ISS, and plans for future ARISS hardware to use potentially on Gateway.  







October 17: ARISS educator Melissa Pore and two of her students from Arlington, VA were part of another AMSAT Symposium talk, giving a short presentation during the AMSAT Education Forum. They covered ARISS Radio Pi and ARISS SSTV with 891 watching. The two students, Emily and William, had taken part in building two different types of satellites in Pore’s classes. The two young people are co-presidents of the Bishop O’Connell High School Ham Club and officers in the school’s Engineering Club.


October 10 & 14: ARISS volunteer Charlie Sufana presented a talk at the 2020 annual Melbourne (FL) Hamfest on the history of ARISS. He explained how schools can apply for an ARISS contact and he showed a video of a contact he had mentored. He ended the talk with a Q&A session. Due to Covid, attendance was very light but allowed for social distancing. Four days later, Sufana presented the talk at a Zoom meeting of the Radio Amateur Training, Planning and Activities Committee, hosted by a ham operator in Idaho. 88 viewers watched. 


October 9: ARISS-Europe volunteer Armand Budzianowski and Dr. Krzysztof Czart, an astronomer and journalist, wrote an article on ARISS SSTV events for the Polish online news source Urania. The item featured the October SSTV event described in last week’s ARISS report, where 2,618 individuals (some hams and some space enthusiasts) downloaded images. The article detailed what a person needs to take part, including free software to display images. The story highlighted the ARISS Polish volunteers who provide special award certificates to participants who post images at the online ARISS SSTV Gallery. The article is at: 
https://www.urania.edu.pl/wiadomosci/konkurs-ariss-sstv-sprobuj-odebrac-obraz-ze-stacji-iss


October 15: Due to limitations on volunteer crew support, ARISS school contacts will not be scheduled until after the Crew 1 arrives at the ISS and completes their two-week orientation.  Meantime, the ARISS radio is set up in APRS packet mode for ham radio operators to interact with the ISS through ARISS.


Upcoming Events

October 22: Frank Bauer and ARISS educator Joanne Michael will give a presentation on ARISS at the virtual 2020 ISS R&D Conference. 

October 20: Drew Deskur, member of the ARISS-US Education Committee, will present a poster session talk related to ARISS at the virtual Association of Science & Technology Centers Annual Conference.
