Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)
Mar 25: In preparation for their ARISS school contact, students at Moriah Central School in Port Henry, NY have been enjoying a curriculum of space science culminating in building and launching model rockets. The school has designated the first week of April as “Space Week” and will be engaging in more space-related activities prior to their contact day to be sometime in the last week of April. 

Mar 20: Excitement filled the students’ day at the North Point School for Boys in Calgary, AB, Canada, as they engaged in their ARISS contact with David St-Jacques.  He told students, “Every teacher that has ever taught me anything contributed to my training as an astronaut.”  He answered 16 student questions as an audience of 100 listened.  The school’s online news venues carried several stories about the event. Two TV stations’ reporters were present, and one clip is at:  
http://calgary.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1640517

The school instructor, dressed in a Canadian Space Agency (CSA) jumpsuit complete with CSA patch, was highly pleased about students’ interest in their STEM studies because of the ARISS contact. One activity was building a model of the first Canadian satellite, Alouette 1, which had been launched by NASA.

Mar 19: The ARISS team continues to make good progress on building the replacement antenna that had to be fabricated because the current ARISS antenna on the ISS will be removed when the Bartolomeo platform is installed.  The testing on the replacement antenna is complete; it has been coated with the silicon oxide depositing to protect from the atomic oxygen environment in space.  ARISS is waiting for Airbus to send the feedline and the handrail clamp so that the team can integrate them with the antenna.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mar 18: Nine electrical boards are being populated for each of the 10 units of the new ARISS custom-built Multi-Voltage Power Supply to be completed.  The power supplies are part of the ARISS InterOperable Radio Systems that will replace the aging ham stations on the ISS.  A special group of people were hired to populate the boards so that ARISS team members can build other parts of the radio systems and prepare for the next steps, which are the tests of the flight-identical unit and then the tests of the flight units.  

Mar 26:  ARISS will open a window to accept ARISS education proposals from schools and education groups hoping to garner an ARISS contact.  The window is from April 1 to May 15, 2019. This proposal cycle is for ARISS contacts to be scheduled between January 1 and June 30, 2020.  Webinars to answer educators’ questions will be held on April 11 and 16.


Mar 18:  During an interview for the online podcast, QSO Today, news reporter Joe Lynch spoke about his favorite ham radio activities.  He also discussed ham programs that he feels are the most beneficial to others, and described several aspects of ARISS education activities. 


Upcoming Events      
Mar 26: An ARISS contact is scheduled with students at Khabarovsk University in Khabarovsk, Russia, and Oleg Konenenko will be interviewed. 

Mar 28: Students at Ulluriaq School in Kangiqsualujjuaq, QC, Canada will speak with David St-Jacques during their upcoming ARISS contact. 

Apr 1-2: ARISS Russia is planning to run their Moscow Aviation Institute MAI-75 Slow Scan TV experiment during a few orbits that cover Moscow. Ham operators there and in adjacent areas should be able to downlink images. 
 
Apr 6: The 58th Hamilton Scout Group in Stoney Creek, ON, Canada are looking forward to their ARISS contact with David St-Jacques.  
