Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS)   
December 9:  Melissa Pore, a member of the ARISS-US Education committee, garnered the 2020 Carole Perry Educator of the Year award from Orlando Hamcation. She will be feted at their February convention; the award recognizes teachers with outstanding educational contributions.  An education professional for more than 20 years, Melissa is an engineering and computer science teacher at Bishop O’Connell High School in Arlington, VA. She led weeks of STEM and radio activities leading up to the school’s 2018 ARISS contact. She heads the school’s engineering and ham radio clubs. At her previous school, she worked with the STMSAT-1 CubeSat project, the first satellite built by elementary school students. She helped staff an ARISS exhibit at the 2019 Space Explorers Education Conference in Houston and will present a workshop there in 2020. She co-facilitated a workshop at KSC’s 2019 Space Port Area Conference for Educators, receiving a plaque there from the ISS National Lab SSE program citing her “service, commitment, and desire to push the boundaries of STEM Education.”  She works with SCAN and brings her students to staff ARISS outreach events, such as one in 2019 at the Udvar-Hazy Center--engineering students led STEM and radio activities for youth visiting the booth.    

 December 6:  Ronny Risinger, a member of the ARISS-US Education committee and a high school teacher at Liberal Arts and Sciences Academy in Austin, TX, traveled to Salado Intermediate School for its STEM Day.  He had mentored the school’s teachers in leading a 2018 ARISS contact and related activities.  They invited him to their STEM Day where he presented 11 sessions, 30 minutes each.  He helped all 275 youth and 15 teachers in trying out a portable ham radio and antenna.  Students used the hardware to attempt ARISS voice contacts and ham satellite contacts. He showed them how to use another antenna and the radio with free software and a smartphone to decode ARISS SSTV images.  

December 4:  The National Montessori web site featured an article about an October ARISS contact at Golden Oak Montessori School in Castro Valley, CA. The story in the online national publication is at https://www.montessoripublic.org/2019/12/ground-control-to-golden-oak-montessori-school-dials-up-the-space-station/ along with a link to a YouTube of the contact.

December 12: Woodridge Middle School in High Ridge, MO hosted an ARISS contact with Luca Parmitano who answered 15 questions. The audience watching the activities totaled 602 students and 150 adults such as staff, parents, reporters.  The latter were from 3 TV stations (Fox, ABC, NBC) and two newspaper venues; the school’s Facebook page carried the live-stream. Pre-contact publicity was posted on the Facebook page and these web sites: Northwest schools, mymoinfo, and St. Louis Suburban Radio Club. Woodridge was 1 of 426 US schools to earn the 2018-2019 PLTW Distinguished School award for hands-on phenomenon-based projects and ARISS. A faculty comment was: “Many students’ families struggle with poverty and lack motivation or hope for their futures. Students really showed tremendous excitement over our ARISS contact and STEM programs so we capitalized on this energy with staff integrating space and engineering topics into the curriculum in all subjects.”


December 5:  An ARISS-Russia event that was part of the About Gagarin From Space program included a radio contact for freshmen students of Amur State University in Blagoveshchensk. ARISS volunteers assisted 13 students in asking both Alexander Skvortsov and Oleg Skripochka about living on the ISS. Students are enrolled in the Engineering and Physics Department.  Photos were posted on Instagram and a story was included in the university faculty online news page. 
 

December 6: The University of Southern California’s (USC) Dornsife College of Letters, Arts and Sciences published a comprehensive, well-written online article and a video about a recent ARISS radio contact.  The Vermont Avenue Elementary School hosted the contact held in the end of October and USC students worked with underserved students during weeks of STEM and radio lessons. 


December 5:  The ARISS-Europe team learned of a five-page article on ARISS in the December issue of Spain’s Astronomia magazine. The article was all about the ARISS contact held in May at Aranzadi Ikastola, a school in Bergara, Spain.  Five photos highlighted the students. Many of their months of STEM hands-on activities were described.

Image: cover of Spain’s Astronomia magazine featuring ARISS    
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December 11: An ARISS contact was supported by Alexander Skvortsov for 50 of the University of Kursk’s students in Russia.  As a test, the contact was performed using two chained ARISS ground stations, one in Kursk, one in Ufa.  Various STEM events done at the school were tied to the About Gagarin from Space program.


November 9:  ARISS volunteer Gordon Scannell gave a talk about ARISS to the Livonia Amateur Radio Club “LARC Night Out” for club members and their families.  An enthusiastic crowd gathered at the Livonia, MI event to listen to his comments about youth engagement and his ARISS work.


ARISS Upcoming Events      
December 20: Students at two schools in Bari, Italy—Istituto Comprensivo Japigia 1-Verga and Istituto Comprensivo Caporizzi-Lucarelli—will have an ARISS contact and speak with Luca Parmitano.

December 28 – January 1, 2020: ARISS-Russia will sponsor, with help from team members in other ARISS Regions, another of the very popular ARISS Slow Scan TV (SSTV) sessions originating from the ISS.
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