· Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) 
· Feb 15: Students from Los Angeles Academy Middle School in Los Angeles, CA had an ARISS contact with Joe Acaba who answered 27 questions (some in Spanish) while 100 people watched. Another 1,500 students listened via the school PA system. Representatives came from US Senator Kamala Harris's office, Congresswoman Lucille Roybal-Allard's office, JPL, Cal State LA (CSULA) Charter College of Education, and two news venues. Over 90% of the students are from very economically disadvantaged ethnic families. The teacher wrote, “The great turnout reinforced to students the worth of the project and the value of education. They knew that many cared.” Students worked with STEM and ARISS projects for over a year--including the school’s Space Academy and a JPL field trip--in a team effort by teachers, community members, parents and a CSULA professor and grad students who mentored youth about satellites and space technology. Through their school amateur radio club station, licensed students spoke to people in Japan, Mexico and South America. Photos were posted on Instagram and the contact was live-streamed on YouTube; a video is at (begin at 8 minutes):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mfzPAMMZyxQ&feature=youtu.be

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Feb 14: Two schools’ students merged in the capital (Vilnius) of Lithuania to carry out an ARISS radio contact with Joe Acaba. A teacher said students from Vilniaus Jono Basanaviciaus Gymnasium and Vilniaus Jono Basanaviciaus Progymnasium “were in seventh heaven” as they asked 20 questions before an audience of over 300.  No less than 10 journalists from TV and radio, including the Baltic News Service, likely the largest news service in the region and provides newsfeed to local media, covered this first-ever ARISS contact for Lithuania. Bringing the schools together allowed students with diversified interests to apply their talents as a team to technical sciences, filmmaking, and writing. In addition, this contact helped enhance the celebration of 100 years of independence for Lithuania.  One of the live streams tagged as “sensational event” saw a peak of viewers at 8,000. A video is at (begin at 40 minutes): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QGJofoKQGqI
 

· Feb 17: An ARISS contact for the University of the Philippines Integrated School in Quezon City, Philippines was unsuccessful due to a local interference problem. Re-scheduling will be done.
  
· Feb 14: The Hacker News web site, https://news.ycombinator.com/
listed ARISS as one of the most popular web pages viewed. When this occurred, ARISS’s web site daily page views jumped from an average 2,000 views to over 24,000. 

· Feb 5: A footnote to the ARISS contact reported previously at Moore Square Magnet School in Raleigh, NC: After kids had packed the gym to capacity per fire code for the ARISS contact, a week later they were still excited, listening to guest speaker NASA Ambassador Tony Rice, and will welcome astrophysicist Katie Mack next week. Their teacher wrote, “The ARISS event has only fueled the students’ thirst for more! Exciting stuff for me, a science teacher!”   

· Feb 9: The ARISS volunteer team submitted a Phase II safety data package for its next-generation ISS radio system, the InterOperable Radio System (IORS). IORS represents the most comprehensive in-cabin radio system that ARISS and the AMSAT community have developed to date. The Phase II safety review is planned for March 7.      


· Feb 15: ESA held a four-hour celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Columbus module being in space. Speakers, including Libby Jackson of the UK Space Agency, described accomplishments due to Columbus. She spoke of Tim Peake’s mission and talked about ARISS and its related educational activities. A video is at (begin at 3 hours 9 minutes):
http://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Human_Spaceflight/Columbus/Live_celebrating_10_years_of_European_space_science


Upcoming Events          
· Feb 21: Scott Tingle will support an ARISS radio contact with students at Agrupamento de Escolas do Fundão in Fundão, Portugal. 

· Feb 23: The Museum of Science & Technology will host an ARISS contact between students from Syracuse, NY and Mark Vande Hei.
