​November 28, 2016 
​
A telebridge contact via LU1CGB with students at Michel LOTTE Junior High School in Belle Isle, France was successful Mon 2016-11-28. Astronaut Thomas Pesquet, KF5FYG (his first contact on board) answered 20 questions (except one lost in the middle). 300 people were present for the interview.

Local media published the following story bout the interview: 
http://www.letelegramme.fr/morbihan/belle-ile-en-mer/astronaute-allo-thomas-ici-belle-ile-29-11-2016-11311016.php

Find a video of the interview at: http://www.arace.fr/  ​
​
Belle-Ile-en-mer (Belle Isle) is a French island off the coast of Brittany in the département of Morbihan, and the largest of Brittany's islands in the Atlantic Ocean. The island measures 17 km by 9 km, and the main port is Le Palais. Michel LOTTE Junior High School is a small insular state school. It’s thus isolated and in charge of training 160 pupils aged between 11 and 15 (6th grade to 9th grade), all living in the island.

November 26, 2016
​
Delegates From Around the World Attend 2016 ARISS International Face to Face Meeting
  
ARISS-International delegates and volunteers met on Nov. 15 through 18 in Houston, Texas in celebration of 20 years of Amateur Radio on the International Space Station and to discuss general business and future project planning.
 
In addition to the planning sessions, ARISS execs and guests were awarded tours of the Johnson Space Center which included the Space Vehicle Mockup Facility, Sonny Carter Training Facility, Christopher C. Kraft, Jr. Mission Control Center and other notable sites. Over 50 delegates and guests from Russia, Japan, Italy, German, the UK, and North America attended the conference along with surprise visits from Astronauts Mike Fincke, Ken Cameron, and Cosmonaut Aleksandr Poleshchuk.

The three main areas of interest discussed during the conference were Sustainability & Funding, Hardware Development, and Educational Impact.  These areas were covered in two tracks per day to maximize the short time span of the 4 day meeting with the international delegates. Delegates who could not attend in person were able to participate through audio conferencing. ARISS Benefactors such as SCaN (Space Communications and Navigation office at NASA-JSC) and CASIS (Center for the Advancement of Science in Space) also attended in-person and online.

Next year's ARISS International Face-to-Face Meeting is scheduled for September 2017 in Rome, Italy.

For more details, read ARISS Celebrates 20th Anniversary, Plans for Future of Amateur Radio in Human Spaceflight, as reported by ARRL at http://www.arrl.org/news/ariss-celebrates-20th-anniversary-plans-for-future-of-amateur-radio-in-human-spaceflight.
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November 25, 2016 

​A telebridge contact via W6SRJ with students at Salesian High School in  Wroclaw, Poland was successful Fri 2016-11-25. 17 questions were answered by Astronaut Shane Kimbrough, KE5HOD.  Approximately 200 people were in attendance with special guest Pawel Kaleta from the Department of Education. There were 130 viewing the interview via live stream.

Watch a recording of the interview at http://ariss.pzk.org.pl/live/.

Except participants in the event came many media representatives such as: TVP 2, TVP 3 Wrocław, Echo 24, TV SLO,  Radio Rodzina, Radio Eska, Program Trzeci Polskiego Radia, Gość Niedzielny, Gazeta Wrocławska, Gazeta Wyborcza, YouTube broadcasting. All in one: the connection was great success.

Salesian High School is a private school named for St. Dominic Savio. It is a secondary school providing general education that is led by the Salesian Community. The school was established in 1998. They stimulate students to apply knowledge to life, to embrace it wholeheartedly, to face reality with integrity, fortitude and optimism, and to serve society with dedication. The school focuses their attention on relationships between students and teachers, and parents and teachers.

During the preparation to the ARISS school contact, students attended an amateur radio course prepared by SP6PWR – a local Polish Amateur Radio Union club (DOT-01 PZK), in cooperation with members from other amateur radio local clubs: SP6ZWR, SP6PSR and SP6PWS. Wlodek SQ6NLN, Piotr SQ6VY and Waldemar 3Z6AEF prepared lectures and workshops on amateur radio classes at school. Teachers of different subjects gave many lessons based on materials the NASA and ESA, associated with the subject matter of the project. School invited a few astronomers, who gave very interesting lectures. Students created models of spaceships, capsules of mankind and science fiction literature. They took part in the 6th Polish-wide Conference of Contributors and Sympathizers of the ARISS programme in Ostrów Wielkopolski. Students and teachers were invited to the Wroclaw Opera to the "Chopin: The Space Concert". During this event, within the World Space Week 2016, a special guest – an astronaut George D. Zamka gave them an award for promoting astronautics and astronomy amongst young inhabitants of Wroclaw. In cooperation with the Wroclaw University, they organised workshops in the astronomical observatory in Bialków, and various activities were undertaken there: observation of the sky, astronomical lectures and exercised astrophysical experience such as building a rocket and a spectroscope. Eventually, a few new amateur radio licensed operators (so-called HAMs) should become active on amateur radio bands in the near future.
​


November 17, 2016 
​
 A telebridge contact via W6SR with students from Col·legi Asuncion de Ntra. Sra., Barcelona, Spain was successful Thurs.  2016-11-17. All 20 prepared questions were answered by astronaut Shane Kimbrough, KE5HOD and at the end there was even time left for Shane to ask a question to the students.  Special guests were Angel Jané, a Mars One astronaut candidate, and astronomer Eduard Masana from the Institute of Cosmos Sciences UB-IEEC at Barcelona, Spain. 

Col·legi Asuncion de Ntra. Sra., Barcelona, Spain is celebrating the 140th anniversary of the 1876 founding of the school. The school has approximately 600 students of Kindergarden (from 3 to 6 years of age), Primary (6-12 years old) and Secondary (from 12 to 16 years old) and is located in Barcelona, in the Poblenou neighbourhood, belonging to Sant Martí district.
 
It was very rewarding for all of us to finish the anniversary contacting the International Space Station as the main activity of a set of Interdisciplinary Didactic Projects and multiple age level participation activities. Our aim is to engage every student in these activities, which are not only STEM/STEAM related, but also cover geography, languages, history and other topics.
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November 7, 2016
​
A direct contact via N4BRF with students at Boca Raton Christian School, Boca Raton, FL, USA was successful Mon 2016-11-07.  Astronaut Shane Kimbrough, KE5HOD answered 24 with an audience of 300, teachers, local government and students.  Watch a video of the interview at https://vimeo.com/191465156?ref=em-share.

Boca Raton Christian School is a faith-based school distinguished by its academic excellence, spiritual formation, and caring environment. BRCS serves approximately 570 students in grades PreK-12. The campus is situated on approximately 22 acres in downtown Boca Raton, FL. Founded in 1973 as a ministry of Boca Raton Community Church, the school is accredited by several educational institutions and has been recognized twice as a National Blue Ribbon School. The college preparatory high school features a one-to-one laptop program as well as superior fine arts and athletic programs. All BRCS students participate in community service: grades K through 8 are involved in local projects, and high school students spend a week serving underserved communities in Tennessee, Arizona, and Costa Rica. 

November 4, 2016
​
A direct contact via I3XFY with students at ​Istituto Comprensivo “Marco da Melo”, Mel, Italy, was successful Fri  2016-11-04 08:47:20 UTC 42 deg.  Astronaut Shane Kimbrough, KE5HOD answered 24 questions for students and an audience of 90, including 60 students, plus teachers and guests. 

Our school is a state school and is meant for students aged 6 to 14 years old. It has about 250 students. Its name " Marco da Melo" comes from a historic character (a painter) of the 16th century. The school is situated in a wide valley, Val Belluna ( the valley of Belluno ).

All the subjects included in the national regulations for this age bracket are taught: Italian, History, Geography, Science, Maths, foreign languages, Art, Music and IT.

Some technological workshops have been started up for three years  and only for the students of the last school year with the help of the radio amateurs of the local section of Feltre.

Themes related to telecommunication are dealt with and experiments of electrophysics are carried out as well as CW tests. Footage and slides related to the world of the radio are shown.
​

November 3, 2016
​
ARISS Packet Switched to UHF Operation On board the ISS
Due to the recent failure of the VHF ham radio in the ISS Columbus module, the APRS packet system that operates at 145.825 MHz is not available. To mediate this situation, the crew has activated the ARISS UHF radio that had been in storage on the space station and packet is now operational on the UHF ham band on 437.550 MHz. This radio was installed by licensed ham and crew member Shane Kimbrough KE5HOD . The packet operation is using the same protocol as with the previous VHF radio. Only the frequency band for operation has changed. Ham operators using the system should adjust for the increased Doppler shift experienced when operating in the UHF ham band. 
The ARISS team is currently working on Kenwood D710GA models to replace and unify all amateur radios on board the ISS. Target date for delivery is late 2017. 
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