	February 29, 2016
​A direct contact with students at Gesamtschule Leverkusen Schlebusch, Leverkusen, Germany, was successful Mon 2016-02-29 12:05:58 UTC 78 deg. Astronaut Timothy Peake KG5BVI answered 20 questions for students and turned on the HamTV system to send some real-time images and a wave to students.

Watch HamTV video footage of Peake responding to student questions.
https://youtu.be/DVni1Y9GCIQ
	



MOTIVATED - RESPECTFUL - COMPETENT
We at Gesamtschule Leverkusen Schlebusch (GLS) promote the development of students to individuals who approach their environment in a curious and responsible way, act functional competent and behave with respect towards others. We value individual, social and cultural multiplicity as a starting point of collective learning processes. We help disadvantaged/social deprived children and adolescents to overcome their personal, social or cultural barriers of learning so that all can develop their skills regardless of their origin. Our shared values, which build the foundation of the school's social life and all educational and curricular activity, are summarized in the preamble (see above).
 
Teaching and Educational Priorities
 
The aim of teaching and education are the willingness and ability to lifelong learning and the strengthening of confidence in the forces of a self-responsible creation of life. This does not only includes the exchange of knowledge and the acquisition of skills for the target-oriented practice of learning methods, of teamwork and control of their own actions and their own work processes. In our school, teaching an education form an entity.
 
At the GLS the lessons are given as specialized teaching and as subject connecting, or rather integral learning area lessons. Further differentiations of the lessons organisation result in educational, with regard to contents and safety aspects. All school career decisions are prepared intensively by counselling of students and parents.
 
For school year 2012/2013 an integrative learning group (IGL), beginning in the fifth year, has been introduced at GLS. In this class students with different needs of advancement are taught. In school year 2013/2014 another IGL, beginning in the fifth year, will be established. In both study groups will be two teachers, working as a team. One of them will be a special trained teacher for students that need particular advancement. Both IGL receive from class 5 granted, personal resources to the end of class 10.
 ​

	February 26, 2016 
1000th ARISS Contact Coming Soon
​
Amateur Radio on the International Space Station, the first payload activated by the crew, is gearing up for its 1000th educational radio contact in March 2016. 

Since the first amateur radio contact with a school in December 2000, astronauts and cosmonauts aboard ISS have talked to students in 44 states in the US and in 51 other countries! ARISS anticipates it will celebrate its 1000th educational radio contact in March 2016.

In tribute, NASA published a video, "Amateur Radio on the International Space Station: The 1000th Contact" (view at right)
	

	



​February 26, 2016
A direct contact via GB2CNS with students at Norwich Schools, Norwich/East Anglia, UK, was successful Fri 2016-02-26 14:43:39 UTC 29  deg. Astronaut Timothy Peake, KG5BVI answered 16 questions before his responses were lost in the noise. With HamTV in operation, Peake responded to a request  for a wave and demonstrated weightlessness answering questions while floating on his side.

Watch a local media report about the event:  http://www.itv.com/news/anglia/2016-02-26/science-lesson-for-norfolk-pupils-that-is-out-of-this-world/, and a video of the full interview (at right).
	​This contact is a collaborative project between three schools in Norfolk and their local university, UEA. Norwich School employs an Ogden Trust Teaching Fellow whose job is 50% dedicated to Physics outreach and she has led the project. City of Norwich School (CNS) are hosting the link up. Reepham High School have an observatory on site and are hosting a "spot the station" event. 36 schools have signed up to be a part of all we have planned and have each received an age-appropriate radio kit for use in lessons and clubs funded by RCUK through the UEA.
​
	

	



 February 25, 2016
A direct contact via IK1SLD with students at Istituto Sobrero, Casale  Monferrato, Italy was successful Thu 2016-02-25 at 09:10:55 UTC 40 deg. Astronaut Tim Kopra, KE5UDN answered 22 questions for students.Two other schools, Scientific High School in Livorno and School Settanni of Rutigliano at Cittadella Mediterranea  joined in listening to the interview.  
· Watch a local media video of the interview at:  https://youtu.be/CXd9EL-4uko
· Watch a documentary of the event prepared by IZ1KKM at  https://youtu.be/gb2qAApSs6k
· Watch a time lapse video capturing the set-up activities of the radio amateurs preparing for the contact at https://youtu.be/G17_Xd13_jc
The school is dedicated to Ascanio Sobrero and on October 12, 2012 celebrated the 200th anniversary of his birthday. Ascanio Sobrero was an Italian chemist, born in our city, Casale Monferrato, and during his research he discovered nitroglycerine. Sobrero inspired young Alfred Nobel who received several patents around the world for mixtures, devices and manufacturing methods based on the explosive power of nitroglycerine. Nobel always acknowledged and honored Sobrero as the man who had discovered nitroglycerine.
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February 22, 2016
Two direct contacts were reported successful between cosmonaut Sergey Volkov, RU3DIS with students of South Ural State University in Chelyabinsk, Russia, on 2016-02-22 10:20 UTC, and with students at the Astronautics Federation and School in Saint Petersburg, Russia on 2016-02-20 11:58 UTC.  Both contacts were part of the  Gagarin From Space program.
          

	 February 19, 2016
A direct contact via K4UAH with students at University of Alabama, Huntsville Space Hardware Club, Huntsville, Alabama, USA was successful Fri 2016-02-19 17:20:14 UTC 72 deg.  Students interviewed astronaut Tim Kopra, KE5UDN, who answered 18 questions for students.
 
Watch a video with interviews of educators and students participating in the event prepared by staff from Marshall Space Flight Center.
https://youtu.be/ziSQY8E1b9w

	


[image: Picture]
Read/watch local news stories about the event:
http://www.al.com/news/huntsville/index.ssf/2016/02/even_in_rocket_city_its_really.html

http://www.waaytv.com/space_alabama/uah-students-contact-the-iss-with-amateur-radio/article_3bb44c4e-d74d-11e5-b3c2-836dcfa2b8a8.html 
 
http://whnt.com/2016/02/19/students-interact-directly-with-us-astronaut-aboard-the-international-space-station/ 
 
http://www.waff.com/Clip/12227753/middle-schoolers-get-to-talk-live-with-iss-astronaut 
 
http://www.wtvm.com/story/31267590/middle-schoolers-get-to-talk-live-with-iss-astronaut 
​
The Space Hardware Club at the University of Alabama in Huntsville is an engineering club of students that builds balloon payloads, satellites and rockets outside of their regular classes. The club has been working on this contact for over a year. After deciding to focus on 8th grade students, we reached out to Discovery Middle School, Westlawn Middle School, and the Tennessee Valley Homeschool 4-H group – all from the northern Alabama area. The students from Westlawn have been part of Project Lead The Way for 2 years now and have been exposed to robotics, modeling, and 3d printing. The students from the homeschool group all have a passion for STEM, a love of learning and being challenged, and are bubbling with excitement for this opportunity of a lifetime. There are two STEM II classes from Discovery Middle School that routinely rise to the expectations of their accelerated STEM focused curriculum. By the time of the contact, the students will have learned about the ISS, the astronauts and some of the experiments aboard, and amateur radio.  All of the students and club members involved are passionate about this opportunity, and thank you for your time.
​


February 19, 2016
A direct contact via GB1OAB with students at Oasis Academy Brightstowe, Bristol, UK was successful  Fri 2016-02-19 14:23:23 UTC 78 deg, once again including video via Ham TV. The interview was with astronaut Timothy Peake KG5BVI. Peake answered 19 questions for students, and gave the audience a grin and a wave via video.
 
Watch a report on the contact from the BBC that includes some of the HamTV video footage: https://youtu.be/FV1tzkI9Jjk
 
Oasis Academy Brightstowe is an independent Academy for 11 - 16 year-olds, located in Shirehampton, North Bristol. We opened in September 2008 in the state-of-the-art buildings of the former Portway School. Our facilities here are second to none, with an on-site restaurant, great sports facilities and a well-stocked Library.

Oasis Academy Brightstowe was given £1.8 million to develop a 21st century ICT capability, so students here have access to the very latest technology; including a fully equipped Library, access to Wi-Fi throughout the school, and a Virtual Learning Environment, designed to give students access to online learning provision.

The Academy has one of the highest computer-per-student ratios of any school in the area (better than one between two students) and we encourage students to be competent with the use of computers and the internet in their lessons. The new technology is embraced by both staff and students and forms a key part of lesson planning and delivery. Interactive whiteboards are a feature of every classroom and teachers can instantly turn any workspace into an ICT suite using one of our eight portable laptop trolleys.
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February 12, 2016
“Ham TV” System Used for First Time During ARISS Contact with UK School

The “Ham TV” digital Amateur Radio television system onboard the International Space Station was used for the first time ever this week for an Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) school contact. UK and ESA Astronaut Tim Peake, KG5BVI, inaugurated the system as he spoke on February 11 with students at a school in Rickmansworth, England. The DATV system in the Columbus module of the ISS allowed students at Royal Masonic School, home of GB1RSM, to see as well as listen, as Peake, operating as GB1SS, answered their questions about life in space. The one-way DATV downlink took place near 2.4 GHz, while the two-way FM audio component was maintained on 2 meters.

“It was a historic event,” enthused Past ARISS-EU Chair Gaston Bertels, ON4WF, who helped shepherd the DATV system into existence after it was first proposed more than 15 years ago. “The radio contact was enhanced with video! Tim Peake activated the Ham Video transmitter on board Columbus.” The IK1SLD ground station received the Ham TV signal.

As students at the all-girls school looked on, Peake’s image appeared on a large viewing screen before a fully packed auditorium. The contact took place on the UN International Day of Women and Girls in Science. Peake’s Principia Mission has been aimed at engaging students on Earth in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) subjects.

Seven-year-old Isabella asked Peake what space travel will look like when she is Peake’s age. “I think it’s going to be really exciting then,” Peake responded, predicting that 35 years from now there will be people on Mars, a colony on the moon, and shorter transit times in space. Responding to the other students’ questions, Peake said that his leg muscles seem to be the ones most affected by his time on the space station. He explained that the ISS crew manufacture their own oxygen through electrolysis of water.

The Ham TV video system was commissioned during a number of live tests in 2014, but it had never been used for an ARISS school contact before this week.
​
“Radio Society of Great Britain (RSGB) President John Gould, G3WKL, remarked, “Tonight was a truly historic moment, not only for the school having their contact with Tim, but, for the first time ever a school received amateur television from the ISS. I hope this event gives all the students at the school, and everyone watching, a sense of inspiration in terms of STEM subjects, which have been brought so vividly to light in a fun way through Amateur Radio.”

Said ARISS International Chair Frank Bauer, KA3HDO, "Congratulations to the Ham TV Team!  This day has been long coming. My thanks to all who made this first operational contact happen."

Thanks to ARRL News Service for this story

To follow the progress of the HamTV project, refer to HamTV on the ISS

	
	February 11, 2016
A direct contact with students at Royal Masonic School for Girls, Rickmansworth, UK was successful Thu 2016-02-11 18:11:09 UTC 88 deg  Astronaut Timothy Peake KG5BVI answered 14 prepared questions from the students and was also able to broadcast live video of the interview using the new amateur radio Ham TV system, which is the first use of the Ham TV system during a school interview. 

Watch a video recording of the event at left. https://youtu.be/Cosp6W-gqq4
[bookmark: _GoBack] Read a story about the event on the Principia website https://principia.org.uk/news/second-amateur-radio-call/


﻿The Royal Masonic School for Girls is an independent girl’s day and boarding school in Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire, with an exceptional, unusual and distinguished history. Founded in 1788 with the purpose of educating the daughters of Freemasons who were unable to support their families, it is one of the oldest girls' schools in the country. We attract girls aged 4-18 from across Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire and North London and boarders from all over the world. We also have a Pre School for boys and girls aged 2 to 4. Our ethos is both aspirational and nurturing and our girls strive to be the very best they can be, academically, morally and creatively. Our public examination results are consistently impressive and each year around 90% of girls leave RMS to take up places at University. Life at RMS is centred on much more than "just" academic success and the School is well known for its exceptional pastoral care, and the wealth of extra-curricular opportunities it offers - including Astronomy as we are one of very few schools in the UK to have our own planetarium and observatory!

February 6, 2016
A telebridge contact via LU1CGB with students at "Gesmundo Moro Fiore" Secondary School, Terlizzi, Italy was successful Sat 2016-02-06 09:09:01 UTC 40 deg.  Astronaut Tim Peake, KG5BVI answered 18 questions prepared by students.
 
 ‘’Gesmundo – Moro – Fiore ‘’ is a secondary school formed of two different buildings in the suburb area of Terlizzi. The new school was born this school year from the fusion of two schools. In the last few years some foreign citizens from Eastern Europe to Mediterranean Africa are coming to live in Terlizzi, so the school is having new needs and is facing different realities. The school facility includes laboratories ICT, Technology, Art, conference room , library. multimedia room and big spaces outside with wonderful gardens.
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/7730852.jpg]
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/5549570.jpg]
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/7602400.jpg]

[image: Picture]
February 4, 2016
A telebridge contact via VK4KHZ with students at Christ The King School, Rutland, Vermont, USA was successful Thu 2016-02-04 18:28:16 UTC 88 deg. Astronaut Tim Kopra, KE5UDN successfully answered 19 questions for students.

Watch a local news media report on the event at http://www.wcax.com/story/31144364/vt-kids-quiz-astronaut-on-international-space-station
 

Christ The King School is a PK-8 Catholic school in the city of Rutland, VT. The school has a population of 150 students and 17 teachers. Since 1886, Christ The King School (CKS) has dedicated itself to the principles of Catholic education, with academic excellence and community service being the hallmarks of our school. CKS is committed to incorporating technology in the classroom, with every class now having interactive white boards and internet access, middle school students each having access to a chrome book, and the school having a fully equipped computer lab. In 2015, the school received the Innovations in Catholic Education National Award for its implementation of exemplary, innovation programs to improve the teaching and learning of their students, faculty, and staff. Three of our students were chosen to be participants in the NASA Girls and NASA Boys summer program in 2014 and 2015. One of our retired school volunteers is a former Goddard Spaceflight Center Education Specialist and current Vermont Solar System Ambassador who helps insure that the students are able to take advantage of all the wonderful educational resources and opportunities available to them through the various NASA Education Programs. Our mission is to promote our Catholic faith through instruction, prayer, and service to others, assist our parents in their role as primary educators, and create a student-centered program in a structured academic environment that nurtures the development of the whole child.
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