August 23, 2016

[image: Picture]A direct contact via N9DR between astronaut Kate Rubins KG5FYJ and students at The Children's Museum of Indianapolis, Indianapolis IN, USA  was successful Tue 2016-08-23  15:09:15 UTC 42 deg.  Rubens answered 17 questions for students and an audience of 150.

Founded in 1925, the Children’s Museum of Indianapolis creates immersive, interdisciplinary experiences that promote inquiry-based family learning across the arts, sciences, and humanities. The museum is a 473,000 square foot, five-level facility that houses 11 permanent exhibit galleries, two traveling exhibit spaces, a children’s theater, a planetarium, a public library, a preschool, and a collection of more than 115,000 artifacts and objects. Most recently, the Children’s Museum opened Beyond Spaceship Earth, and immersive exhibit focused on human space travel.  Beyond Spaceship Earth features three components: a recreation of portions of the inside of the International Space Station (ISS); a one-of-a-kind, immersive space object experience called the Schaefer Planetarium & Space Object Theater; and an Astronaut Wall of Fame, which will pay tribute to more than 30 astronauts with ties to Indiana.
 
Hosting more than one million visitors each year, the museum has received numerous accolades, including being named one of the top 3 science centers in the country by Family Fun magazine. The museum has been ranked as the number one children’s museum by Forbes.com. Through a variety of free and discounted admission programs for underserved populations, as well as its community outreach efforts targeting local neighborhood residents and urban public schools, the Museum ensures that its visitor population is diverse.


	August 20, 2016
​
A direct contact via 8J4DISS with students at Daisen Elementary School,  Saihaku-gun, Japan was successful Sat 2016-08-20 08:50:19 UTC 42 deg. Astronaut Takuya Onishi  KF5LKS andwered 15 questions for students.

Watch a video of the interview on YouTube, at right.
https://youtu.be/HHcoPW5Ex-I

Oyama Elementary School is near the Oyama National Park in Tottori Prefecture. It is a small elementary school with a population of 76.This school contact will involve13 students in the sixth grade (ages 11 and 12), who will interview astronaut Onishi.
​​
	



August 18, 2018
A direct contact via K2ZRO with students attending a summer engineering camp at Kopernik Observatory & Science Center, Vestal NY, USA was successful Thu  2016-08-18 16:24:42 UTC 29 deg. Astronaut Jeff Williams, KD5TVQ answered 19 questions during the interview. Kopernik was visited by Barbara Lewis from Johnson Space Flight Center and after the contact spoke with the students for approximately 45 minutes, answering a number of questions and showing some videos about how important it is for youth to become interested in STEM-related subjects.

Photos below show activities students engaged as part of the camp in the days leading up to the ISS contact.
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/img-2931.jpg]
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/img-2932.jpg]
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/img-2920.jpg]
[image: http://www.ariss.org/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/dsc-0173.jpg]
Watch a video of the interview on YouTube here: https://youtu.be/IKttuUOf4pM

​The Kopernik Observatory & Science Center is a non-profit informal educational institution that promotes interdisciplinary education in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM).   Through its classes, events and programs, Kopernik’s multigenerational approach emphasizes experiential, engaged and active learning as a model of STEM education in our region.  Founded in 1973, Kopernik has offered hundreds of thousands of students of all ages the opportunity to learn about their world and the universe surrounding them.  Kopernik’s resources include three permanent telescopes, a heliostat, weather station, three classrooms, computer lab, and amateur radio station.  It also offers a robust outreach program in which its educators bring programs directly into the classroom. 

Kopernik offers a strong, STEM-based, summer camp experience for students between 1st and 12th grades. This summer one of its summer camps had 8th and 9th grade students design and build a weather balloon payload with 3 high-definition cameras and temperature monitoring instrumentation along with an Amateur Radio APRS tracking system. The balloon and payload was launched and reached an altitude of over 105,000 feet before the balloon burst and returned the payload to Earth.  The payload was successfully recovered and allowing the students to examine the video, temperature data and tracking history.  

Kopernik has had three previous ARISS contacts (2010, 2013 and 2015). This year, Kopernik is offering 4th and 5th grade students attending its summer engineering camp the opportunity to participate in the 2016 ARISS contact. In preparation for the contact, the camp curriculum will include satellite orbits, satellite tracking, and radio communications. Students will ask the astronaut a wide range of questions about life on the ISS and the engineering involved in building and operating the ISS.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Watch a video of the contact. http://videos.weebly.com/uploads/1/9/6/8/19681527/drew__ka1m__deskur_-_k2zro_ariss_contact_081816_127.mp4
	

	



August 11, 2016
A telebridge contact via IK1SLD with students attending Space Camp at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center, Huntsville AL, USA, was successful Thu 2016-08-11 14:48:24 UTC 83 deg. Astronaut Kate Rubins, KG5FYJ., an alumni of Space Camp, answered nine questions for students, with 300 people watching in the audience.
 
Since 1982, Space Camp® at the U.S. Space and Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama has been inspiring people of all ages about space science, space flight, and space exploration. Among the 750,000 Space Camp graduates worldwide are five astronaut alumnae, including Dr. Kate Rubins, slated to launch on expedition 48/49 to the ISS this summer. Her presence on the space station provides an incredible opportunity for young people currently attending Space Camp to be able to talk to someone who was once in their shoes who went on to become an astronaut. It is also very likely that international students will be taking part in Space Camp during the link. These students will have a unique opportunity while visiting the United States to take part in an active exchange with the largest multi-national laboratory on—or off—the planet! In addition to Space Camp trainees, museum guests will have the opportunity to take part in the activity. As the original NASA visitor center, the U.S. Space & Rocket Center has been telling NASA’s story since 1970. And with over 650,000 visitors annually, the Space and Rocket Center is Alabama’s top tourism attraction. And depending on when the event falls in the summer, the USSRC may also bring in educators attending Space Academy for Educators, an immersive professional development program conducted throughout the summer months annually. In short, the USSRC hope to maximize both camp and museum guest participation to promote the scientific activities taking place on the ISS, as well as highlight the technology that allows such an exchange to take place.  ​

​August 10, 2016
A direct contact via OK2KET with the OK2KJT Radioclub, Valasska  Polanka, Czech Republic, was successful Wed 2016-08-10 18:56:17 UTC 90  deg.  Astronaut is Takuya Onishi  KF5LKS answered 17 questions for students attending the summer camp.
​
​The International Electronic and Ham Radio Camp is a volunteer project led by the members of three radio clubs: OK2KJT, OK2KFJ and OK2KDJ. The summer camp is located in the Czech Republic (locator: JN78XW) and lasts 11 days. The objective is to get 44 children between 10 and 16 years interested in electronics and to demonstrate to them a fantastic world of amateur radio. The camp stuff is composed of experienced and enthusiastic semiconductor industry professionals who are also volunteer during the school year, leading children's free time electronic groups every week. 

Children make electronic equipment, build antennas, participate in HF and VHF ham radio contests, listen to amateur satellites and try the Amateur Radio Direction Finding (abr. ARDF). Except a technical programme, sport, games, competitions and various activities promoting sense of community and team spirit – these activities are performed in the camp and its surrounding forest. Some children had already been interested in amateur radio and obtained their own licenses.

The camp started in 2012 and this year, it is already its 5th edition. It is a completely self-financed venture (no grants, no funding needed). A lot of photos from the last year(s) can be seen on this website: http://www.elektrotabor.cz/2015.
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August, 6, 2016
A telebridge contact via IK1SLD with Scouts participating in Space Jam 10, in Rantoul IL, USA, was successful Sat 2016-08-06  15:59:03 UTC 32 deg. Astronaut Kate Rubins, KG5FYJ  was able to answer 12 questions for 700 Scouts assembled for the interview.  

Greetings from the participants and volunteers of Space Jam 10 in Rantoul, Illinois. Though primarily a weekend Scouting and STEM education event, we are open to all interested youth. Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts from 27 states have come together in an educational and fun format to learn life skills that will prepare them for the increasingly complex future. We are adding Art to STEM this year making STEAM. While it is well known that Scouting teaches pioneering skills like camping and wilderness survival, the new pioneers and wilderness are in outer space and we are working hard at 44 technology oriented Merit Badges and activities, plus some fun things like the Duct Tape Merit Badge. Talking to the astronauts on the ISS is an unforgettable part of the experience at Space Jam and that's next on our list. We will not know for many years whether one of these youths becomes an astronaut themselves but it is certain that they are all part of tomorrow's leaders. 


August 2, 2016
​A direct contact via BNØSH with students at Sacred Heart Primary School, New Taipei City, Taiwan, Republic of China was successful Tue 2016-08-02 08:36:03 UTC 33 deg. Astronaut Takuya Onishi, KF5LKS answered 13 questions for students and an audience of 160 during an 8 minute contact.

​ ​The Sacred Heart Primary School in Taiwan was founded in 1965 and is part of the world family of Sacred Heart Schools which can be found on five continents. Its philosophy of education is rooted in the development of the whole person. This founding vision was that of a great educator- Madeleine Sophie Barat - who lived at the time of the French Revolution. In her day, as in ours, the social fabric was disintegrating. Her response was to try to rebuild and transform society through an education based on solid intellectual training and spiritual values leading to the development of the whole person.
 
Sacred Heart Education
 People in East Asia are, to a large extent, shaped by Confucianism, whose tradition stresses respect for teachers and family. Our teachers are provided with regular in?service training to enable them to meet the unique challenges of personal and social responsibility, posed by the influence of modern technology and the Western stress on individualism, which are rapidly changing our world. At the same time, they learn to nurture a global awareness and concern in their students.
 Sacred Heart School strives to give students a well-rounded education, based on the conviction that each person has talents and capacities which can contribute to the betterment of society. We believe that school is the place for students to both acquire a love of learning and experience hope, joy and fullness of life.
 We are convinced that true human development is based on faith in God's love for each person.Youngsters of various religious beliefs are welcome. Faith is integrated with life and students are offered an education which teaches personal values and emphasizes mutual respect among all people. At the same time, a deep appreciation for intellectual values is cultivated, allowing students to be knowledgeable, questioning, and reflective.
 Our students are taught to be persons capable of being both independent and able to work with others; of having a compassionate heart ? especially for the marginalized of society and of experiencing joy in service and in living for others. Creativity is encouraged in the teaching of all subjects so that the students can develop their own vision and learn to live with commitments.
 
Profile
At present the school has 781 students from 7 to 12 years of age. The campus is ideally situated in the suburbs, at the foot of the �gGoddess of Mercy Mountain�h, with the Tamsui River in the foreground. School buildings are surrounded by spacious gardens with abundant flowers, birds and trees. We believe that both dedicated educators and a healthy environment are essential to quality education which will influence the students for life.
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