February 26, 2015

A direct contact with students at Riversink Elementary School, Crawfordville, FL, USA via K4WAK was successful at 15:15:56 UTC, 77 deg. Astronaut Samantha Cristoferetti, IZØUDF answered a total of 13 questions for students. The student count for the event was 447 and other attendees totaled 81.

Reports on the event include the following:
·   WCTV Online Article: http://www.wctv.tv/home/headlines/Riversink-Elementary-Talks-to-International-Space-Station-294389841.html#.VPDbOdJmPUk.facebook
· YouTube Video Post: https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=rfAchn5mtrw&app=desktop
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Riversink Elementary School is a K-5 public school operating within the Wakulla County School District. It is a Title I school located in rural Crawfordville, Florida. Riversink first opened its doors in August of 2008. Teachers at Riversink believe that every student will reach his or her highest potential in a positive learning environment that encourages students to be respectful, responsible, and ready to learn. Students at Riversink are highly successful due, in part, to the collaborative efforts of the faculty and staff, along with strong parental support. The student body is made up of 470 students. The school has 37 teachers. Riversink’s mission is to facilitate the development of all students to their fullest potential by providing research-based instructional strategies and promoting a love of learning and community pride in a safe, positive environment.  
______________________________________________________________________________
February 26, 2015

A direct contact with RSØISS and astronaut Anton Shkaplerov via RA1AJN at an "About Gagarin from Space" event in Saint Petersburg, Russia was successful 2015-02-26 12:27 UTC.
______________________________________________________________________________
February 24, 2015

Special Diploma Commemorates ISS Russian SSTV Event and Birthday of First Man in Space, Yuri Gagarin 
This is a re-post of a message sent by Jurek Jakubowski SP7CBG, President of the Polish Amateur Radio Union 

Radio amateurs from Poland created a diploma commemorating the SSTV activity from the International Space Station on the occasion of the 80th anniversary of Juri Gagarin's birthday. This homage to the first man in space coincides with the 85th anniversary of the Polish Amateur Radio Union (PZK), established February 24th, 1930. A photo of the diploma is included in the series of pictures transmitted from the International Space Station.

If you wish to receive a printed version of the individual commemorative diploma with your name, surname and call sign, we cordially invite you to share your images received from the ISS. For this purpose please upload received images to the website:  http://www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/index.php and e-mail a report to the coordinator (address e-mail is below) with your working conditions, equipment and antennas, used for reception of the signals from, the ISS. Please mention your first and last names, your call sign and your locator. Some published photos will possibly be used in the future for an educational purpose.  If you publish pictures on the page above you agree with this.

From Polish stations we expect a complete audio record (containing the SSTV signal and the background noise as well) of the whole ISS pass over the station. It would be great to receive a similar report from all participants, but this is not required. However, if you decide to share audio, please put a time stamp at the end of the recording, with a precision up to 1 second, e g  23:51:54 UTC.
 
Reports are to be sent to koordynator.ariss@gmail.com. As subject please mention SSTV3ISS [YOUR CALLSIGN] [LOCATOR]. If you capture and post the picture of the Polish diploma, you can ask for a special QSL card.
______________________________________________________________________________

February 23, 2015

SSTV Transmission Schedule Adjusted for EVA
EVA activities on board the ISS have caused a change in plans for Russian SSTV transmissions that were to take place on board the ISS on Saturday, Feb. 21 and continue through Monday, Feb. 23, ending at the crew’s sleep time. Gaston Bertels, ON4WF, ARISS-Europe Chairman,  states in a news release that SSTV transmissions “will possibly take place on Sunday and Monday.”

If activated, the Slow Scan Television signals will be transmitted at 145.800 MHz using the high resolution mode PD180 with 12 different photos being sent throughout the event with 3 minute off periods between transmissions. One of the photos will be a commemorative diploma created by the National Polish Amateur Radio Society celebrating the 80th anniversary of the birth of the first cosmonaut, J.A. Gagarine. 
______________________________________________________________________________
February 20, 2015

Planned EVAs WIll Affect Amateur Radio Operations on the ISS
Astronauts Wilmore, Virts and Cristoforetti will be performing three spacewalks over the next few weeks that will impact some of the amateur radio operations on the International Space Station (ISS). Spacewalks have been scheduled for February 21, 25 and March 1 and will have the amateur radios turned off to assure the safety of the crewmembers working outside of the ISS. The series of spacewalks will prepare cables and communications gear for new docking ports that will allow future crews launched from Florida on U.S. commercial spacecraft to dock to the space station. The spacewalks will be the 185th, 186th and 187th in support of space station assembly and maintenance.
______________________________________________________________________________
February 19, 2015

A direct contact with students at Council Rock High School-South, Holland, PA, USA via K3DN was successful Thu 2015-02-19 18:18:27 UTC 77 deg. Astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti, IZØUDF answered seven questions for students.

A team of science and technology students and their teachers from Council Rock South High School, Richboro, PA will be speaking directly with astronauts on the International Space Station (ISS) as it flies over the Philadelphia area.  A group of experienced operators from the Warminster Amateur Radio Club will be at the school to assist the teachers and students as they use Ham Radio technology to make the contact.

The school will be using a recently donated radio system and antennas to participate in the ARISS program (Amateur Radio on the International Space Station) in which students talk directly with the astronauts and ask questions about living in space while the astronauts are actually there.  

Science teachers Jerry Fetter and Jeff Warmkessel have been with NASA’s NEAT program (Network of Educator-Astronaut Teachers) since 2004 and got the idea of applying to the ARISS program when Fetter’s Astronomy classes were talking about living in space. “They kept asking questions which only astronauts would know how to answers”, said Fetter. “I remember thinking how great it would be if we could just ask them directly. To be able to ask the astronauts while they fly overhead is beyond my wildest plans!” 

Students in various STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) programs at Council Rock South High School have spent time considering which questions are important enough to ask an astronaut in the short amount of time available (approximately 12 minutes) as the ISS’s flight path crosses over the area. 
______________________________________________________________________________
February 11, 2015

Another Round of SSTV Activity from the ISS is scheduled for Late February
Space enthusiasts have another chance to receive SSTV image transmissions activity from the International Space Station.  Participants can anticipate watching for the transmissions from February 21, 2015 through February 23, 2015. 

The pictures to be downlinked will be a repeat of the Series 1 images commemorating Russian space history that were previously sent during the weekend of December 18, 2014 until December 20, 2014. 

SSTV transmissions will begin running non-stop on February 21 and ending at 21:30 UTC on February 23. As in previous sessions, the mode used to transmit the Slow Scan TV signals will be PD180 producing a high quality images with a frame scan of 187 seconds. A total of 12 different photos will be sent throughout an operation period. The transmit frequency will be 145.800 MHz with a 3-minute off time between transmissions. Received images can be uploaded to the image gallery found at http://www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/index.php . 

Plans are being discussed for transmitting new images from space enthusiasts around the world in upcoming months. Watch for more details that will be released about the upcoming SSTV transmissions to begin February 21.
______________________________________________________________________________
February 11, 2015

A telebridge contact iva IK1SLD with students at W.T. Sampson (DoD school), Guantanamo Bay, Cuba was successful at  15:58:00  UTC 34 deg. Astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti IZØUD was able to answer 19 questions for students. 

The contact was highlighted in the video series "This Week from Around DoDEA" for the week of February 6 - 12. The DoDEA is one of two federally operated school systems whose purpose is to coordinate education for active duty military and DoD civilian families. The video can viewed at: http://www.dodea.edu/newsroom/multimedia/MediaPlayer.cfm?videoID=FD4E4BBA-B7EF-3FC8-163C791B988EB478.
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WT Sampson Unit School is a K-12 DoDDS (Department of Defense Dependents Schools) school located in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  Our school provides education opportunities for GTMO’s students from Sure Start through 12th grade.  Our students are primarily the children of military and civilian families stationed here at Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

We are accredited by the North Central Association, Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement (NCA CASI).  NCA  CASI is part of the unified organization AdvancED whose focus is to help member schools continually improve student performance and school conditions.  Our mission is to educate, engage, and empower each student to succeed in a dynamic world.  We envision a technologically sophisticated learning environment, supported by our families and community, where all students attain their highest levels of success.  Where understanding and appreciating diversity is an integral part of the learning process; thereby, empowering all students to become physically, mentally, and emotionally healthy citizens of the global community.

Although officially designated as a Unit School, WT Sampson is actually located on two separate campuses about 2 miles apart.  Currently, there are approximately 130 students at the elementary school (SS through 5th grade) and 90 students (6th through 12th grade) at the secondary campus.  Despite our small size, WT Sampson provides all students with the highest quality of education and a safe environment.  The dedicated and highly qualified faculty remains focused on the mission, vision, and philosophy of our school.
February 5, 2015

A contact with students at Scuola Media Locatelli-Oriani, Milano, Italy, and at Scuola Secondaria di Primo Grado “Bachelet”, Cernusco sul naviglio, Italy, via telebridge was successful Thu 2015-02-05 10:37:35 UTC 33 deg. 

Read an advance news story in local press: http://www.esa.int/ita/ESA_in_your_country/Italy/Giovedi_in_classe_per_Samantha_Cristoforetti_Collegamento_radio_ARISS
﻿
Scuola Media Locatelli-Oriani﻿
The middle school Locatelli Oriani is located in the center of Milan, just a few steps from the planetarium. It's part of the comprehensive Institute Pisacane and Poerio: two buildings that house a primary school and a middle school. All the activities, both from educational and didactic point of view are primarily focused on the well-being of students. The educational proposal, following ministerial direction, has been enriched by educational trips, schools trips, sports days, concerts, music, theatre and dance as well as themed initiatives in science, languages and art. Among these there are KET and PET (in-depth courses about foreign languages), summer holidays abroad, participation in the math games held by Bocconi University and “Scatti di scienza” (photographs and movies competition about science made by students).  The school was also involved in Mission X 2012 and, together with Rai Scuola (national TV), developed a documentary movie for the ministerial project “Salute.”

The school has a student council, two students per class elected by the others. They meet monthly to discuss and propose new ideas and initiatives on how to improve the school and develop solidarity, community spirit and recognition of human and civil rights. For several years the council has been taking care of children through remote adoption, in coordination with humanitarian organizations.  

Scuola Secondaria di Primo Grado “Bachelet”
The school "V. Bachelet" is a natural continuation of the educational work begun in 1981 by some parents and teachers, who founded the elementary school "The Aurora." They wanted to create a school in cooperative solidarity-based education. Since 2006 the Institute Aurora-Bachelet is twinned with the Little Prince Primary School in Nairobi and since September 2012 is based in the brand new facility located in Via Buonarroti in Cernusco S/N.

The students from the third classes followed, over the last few years, an articulated astronomy course marked by significant moments: realization of a book to celebrate the 40th Moon landing anniversary, visiting the astronomical observatory in Cernusco S/N, witnessiing the live event between Pope Benedict XVI and the ISS, meeting ESA astronaut Paolo Nespoli, meeting the professor Amalia Ercoli Finzi from Milan University, meeting  Mr. Valerio Nassi and his hand-made space models and meeting Eng. Marco Molina (Selex ES), who introduced several lessons about the human space exploration and robotic space exploration (specially focused on Rosetta mission).

Preparing for the school contact with ESA astronaut Samantha Cristoforetti, Eng. Marco Molina introduced students to all of the details about her Futura mission and provided an autographed photo of Samantha.
______________________________________________________________________________
February 1, 2015

SSTV Images Transmitted from ISS
On Saturday, January 31, 2015 and Sunday, February 1, 2015, Russian SSTV images transmitted from the ISS were successfully received by amateur radio enthusiasts on earth. The images were historical in nature and featured the Russian space program. Many of the images received have been posted at http://www.spaceflightsoftware.com/ARISS_SSTV/ for viewing.
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