September 21, 2015
 
ARISS-Europe Chairman Retires, Successor Elected 
[image: Picture]
Amateur Radio on the International Space Station-Europe (ARISS-EU) Chairman Gaston Bertels, ON4WF, will retire from that post this fall after serving since 2000, when the ARISS Working Group was formed. Among other initiatives, Bertels was involved in the project to have Amateur Radio equipment and antennas installed on the ISS Columbus module and with the installation and commissioning of the Ham TV DATV system on the ISS. He has also personally assisted in many ARISS contacts involving schools and groups on the Continent.

“[I’m] now 88 and slowing down a bit,” Bertels told ARRL in announcing the election of his successor as ARISS-EU Chairman, Emanuele D’Andria, I0ELE.

In 2014, International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) Region 1 awarded the Roy Stevens, G2BVN, Memorial Trophy to Bertels, in recognition of his service to Amateur Radio in space, first as chairman of the Eurocom Working Group and then of the Amateur Radio Space Exploration Working Group.

As Bertels explained, a slate of four ARISS-EU Board candidates was presented to the ARISS-EU member societies. All ran unopposed for 2-year terms. In addition to D’Andria, other Board members include Oliver Amend, DG6BCE, technical director; Bertus Hüsken, PE1KEH, counselor, and Jean Pierre Courjaud, F6DZP, counselor. The new ARISS-EU Board takes office on October 1.

The ARISS membership includes the AMSAT organizations in Belgium, France, Italy, Sweden, and the UK, and the IARU member societies in Italy, Germany, Poland, France, Portugal, Belgium, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and the UK. IARU member societies in Malta and Lebanon are associate members.

“Congratulations to the elected Board, and best wishes for a very successful term of office,” Bertels said in announcing the new board. 
 Story courtesy of ARRL
 
______________________________________________________________________________

September 16, 2015

A direct contact with students at New Mexico Military Institute, Roswell, New Mexico, USA  was successful Wed 2015-09-16 at 15:48:50 UTC 43 deg.  Astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS, answered 8 student questions before an audience of 250 people.

A local TV station was on hand reporting the event and has a story at http://krqe.com/2015/09/16/new-mexico-military-institute-students-talk-to-nasa-astronaut-in-space/.

About The New Mexico Military Institute

Located in Roswell, New Mexico, the New Mexico Military Institute offers a rich history and tradition of educating tomorrow’s leaders through a program of strong, challenging academics, leadership preparation, and character development. Known as “The West Point of the West,” NMMI remains the only state-supported co-educational college preparatory high school and junior college in the United States. Serving the educational needs of an international student population, the Institute has an enrollment of approximately 1,000 students who come from 43 states, the District of Columbia, and 13 foreign nations.

About Roswell
Roswell is located in the southeast New Mexico and is the home of more than 48,000 people. The major industries here are farming, dairying, ranching, manufacturing, petroleum production, and, of course, tourism!  Roswell is well known for the “Roswell Incident”, the alleged crash landing of a UFO Northeast of town in 1947. Between 1930 and 1941 Roswell was the home of Robert Goddard, considered the father of the liquid-fueled rocket. Goddard’s research and rocket flight testing in Roswell paved the way for our current space program.

September 9, 2015

ARISS International Meeting Held in Tokyo, Japan

An ARISS International delegates meeting was held at the Big Sight convention facility located in Tokyo, Japan from Thursday August 20 until Sunday August 23. This year’s ARISS face-to-face meeting was held in conjunction with the Japan Amateur Radio League’s 90th anniversary celebration and international Ham Fair exposition. 

ARISS-International face-to-face meetings are periodic gatherings of ARISS Delegates and representatives from the five regions that support the development and operations of the amateur radio systems on board the International Space Station: Canada, Europe, Japan, Russia and the United States. 

The meeting covered various facets of the ARISS program, including international teamwork, technical systems development and amateur radio operations on ISS. Included in the meeting agenda were committee reports, technical project updates, upcoming contact events, reports on ARISS activities within the five represented regions and special award recognitions to the JARL, the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) and JVC Kenwood. 

The meeting kicked off with a presentation by Hideshi Kagawa from JAXA on their initiatives to launch and deploy small satellites and technology payloads using their low-cost Epsilon launcher. 

Much discussion during the weekend centered around fundraising and the formation of the ARISS-International Sustainability and Funding Committee. Funding projects and recommended yearly budgets were discussed. ARISS Chairman Frank Bauer encouraged all ARISS Regions to begin supporting the development of an international plan and strategy for funding and resources. This will be accomplished through the Sustainability and Funding Committee. 

A discussion on a revision of the organization’s current Terms of Reference (TOR) was conducted. This new TOR will better formalize and document team roles, responsibilities and processes and will address other more recent changes within the ARISS program. Delegates voted to study the feasibility of creating an interoperable radio system based on the Kenwood D710 radio that would be interchangeable between the Columbus and Russian ISS modules. It was also agreed to continue studying the implementation of an Astro Pi Slide Show and Slide Show module for use in conjunction with the development and operation of the Ham TV system on board the ISS. 

During their stay, the group also engaged in other activities such as a ribbon cutting event kicking off the beginning of the JARL Ham Fair and celebrating the 90th Anniversary of the JARL, attending JARL 90th anniversary events, including a Welcome Reception, conducting a very productive Technical Meeting with JVC Kenwood Engineers on the D710/interoperable radio system proposal, and touring JAXA’s Tsukuba Space Center and their ISS/Kibo control center.

During the visit, the ARISS-International team took time out to recognize three organizations that have provided sustained support and service to the ARISS program--JARL, for nearly 20 years of ARISS delegation support, JAXA for their sustained support as an ISS space agency, and JVC Kenwood for their leadership in modifying the D700 and D710 radio systems to support ARISS current and future operations. All three organizations received a beautiful, autographed photo montage of the astronauts using ARISS on-board ISS and an ARISS pin and sticker that flew on the last Space Shuttle mission, STS-135. 

Before concluding the meeting, ARISS delegates voted to hold its next annual meeting in Houston, Texas in November 2016. This date coincides with the 20th anniversary of the inaugural ARISS working group meeting, held November 1996 at the NASA Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas.
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September 8, 2015

A direct contact between cosmonaut Aidyn Aimbetov and Tien Shan and Almaty Astrophysical Observatory in Almaty, Kazakhstan was successful Tue 2015-09-08 07:10 UTC


September 6, 2015

A direct contact via RT3F with the Yuri Gragarin Cosmonuat Training Center (CPC) in Shchelkovo, Russia  was successful 2015-09-06 08:55 UTC.

______________________________________________________________________________
September 1, 2015

A direct contact via OH1F with students at Ulvila Upper Secondary School, Finland was successful Tue 2015-09-01 11:44:03 UTC 11 deg. Astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS was able to answer 19 questions for students. The audio was very good and clear almost all the time except during the answer for question #4 when Lindgren's answer was inaudible.

For a local radio station report and video of the interview: http://www.radiopori.fi/uutiset/ulvilan-lukion-opiskelijat-ottavat-yhteytta-avaruusasemalle
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September 1, 2015

A direct contact between cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko, RN2BF and students at Tomsk State Polytechnical University, Tomsk, Russia was successful 2015-09-01 08:30 UTC.
​______________________________________________________________
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