August 29, 2015

A direct contact between cosmonaut Mikhail Kornienko RN3BF and participants of International CAMP "Slavic Commonwealth" in Sochi, Russia was successful 2015-08-29 11:15 UTC.  
______________________________________________________________________________
August 28, 2015

Proposal Window for Scheduled Contacts in the US Opens September 1
The US partners of the Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) Program are seeking formal and informal educational institutions and organizations in the US, individually or working together, to host an Amateur Radio contact with a crew member on board the ISS.  ARISS anticipates that the contact would be held between July 1, 2016 and December 31, 2016. Read more.  For more information about the proposal requirements click here.  
______________________________________________________________________________
August 27, 2015

A direct contact with students at Maconaquah School Corporation, Bunker Hill, Indiana, USA was successful Thu 2015-08-27 15:52:50 UTC 85 deg.  Students interviewed astronaut Kimiya Yui, KG5BPH and received answers to 20 questions.

Read local news stories about preparations for the contact at: 
http://www.kokomotribune.com/news/mac-students-to-contact-astronaut-on-international-space-station/article_69336d0a-1c39-11e5-b85d-5bac3554fad1.html and http://www.perumiaminews.com/government/schools/maconaquah-schools/1753-preparing-for-outerspace-contact-maconaquah-prepares-for-ariss-contact

Maconaquah School Corporation has about 2,200 students in grades Pre-K through 12.   We are a rural school located by Grissom Air Reserve Base in Bunker Hill, Indiana. (named for Gus Grissom). Our school is a model school for technology, academics, and STEM. (science, technology, engineering, and math)  Each student has either an iPad or a laptop. Some of the classes we offer include water robotics, 3D printing, biomedical science, and we take our 4th and 5th graders to Huntsville, AL each year to experience space camp. Our teachers are very dedicated to helping our students achieve their best to become a productive citizen. 
______________________________________________________________________________
August 24, 2015

A direct contact with students at Kantonschule am Burggraben, Switzerland  was successful: Mon 2015-08-24 12:24:12 UTC 62 deg. Astronaut Kimiya Yui  KG5BPH answered 18 questions for students.

Local TV news reports on the event are at:
http://www.tvo-online.ch/?playlist=news (TV-Ostschweiz) „Erde an ISS“
http://www.teletop.ch/programm/heute-(auf-tele-top/art/heute-auf-tele-top-001691193/ (Tele Top) look at minute 16.07)

For photos and an audio recording of the interview:
http://www.srf.ch/wissen/technik/aus-der-aula-ins-all-eine-kanti-in-st-gallen-funkt-mit-der-iss (SRF3 - Nationales Radio)
 
Currently, the Kantonsschule am Burggraben, St. Gallen (KSBG) in Switzerland comprises approximately 1250 pupils and 180 teachers. Our school is in Eastern Switzerland, in the German-speaking part of Switzerland and near the border to Germany and Austria. The students who will ask the ISS team their questions are between 16 and 17 years old. They are in a class whose focus is on science and mathematics. Later, most of these students want to study in the field of science. Our school also has an observatory and the students have the possibility to attend a course on astronomy.
______________________________________________________________________________


[image: Picture]
August 22, 2015

A direct contact via W7LB with students and guests of Pima County /Vail Vaqueros 4H Club, Tucson, AZ, USA was successful Sat 2015-08-22 18:37:55 UTC 87 deg. Astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS was able to answer 12 questions for students before the signal was lost.

Watch a video of the interview at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rQI_q471-bE
Read a local news report about the interview: http://m.tucson.com/news/local/radio-connects-local--h-club-with-space-station/article_ef95fce8-45bc-5009-83f0-42c812c49a01.html?mobile_touch=true and a local news story report at http://www.kvoa.com/clip/11789159/tucson-students-speak-with-astronaut-on-iss


The Vail Vaqueros 4H Club is a local 4H Club in Pima County, Arizona. Pima County 4-H is just one out of over 3,000 county 4H Clubs nationwide that work with youth, aged 5 to 18, preparing them to make a positive impact in their communities and their world. The STEM based programs offered provide leadership that engages the youth to impact their communities.

4-H reaches every corner of our nation - from urban neighborhoods to suburban school yards even to rural farming communities. 4-H has a network of more than 6 million youth, 540,000 volunteers, 3,500 professionals and more than 60 million alumni! 4-H has helped to shape our youth to move this great country forward in ways that no other youth program can with programs designed to shape future leaders and innovators. 4-H'ers engage in hands on learning activities in areas of science, citizenship and healthy living. 

The Vail Vaqueros 4H Club is the first 4H Ham Radio Project in the State of Arizona. There are currently six members. 
______________________________________________________________________________

August 18, 2015

A direct contact via 8N3HO with students at Higashioka Elementary School, Toyonaka, Osaka, Japan, was successful Tue 2015-08-18 11:42:14 UTC 82 deg.  Astronaut Kimiya Yui, KG5BPH answered 23 questions prepared by students.

Higashioka Elementary School is a primary school, opened in 1966 in Toyonaka, Osaka Senri New Town . Currently the school has 15 classes and 474 children enrolled . The ISS contact is part of a 50th anniversary event . In preparation the whole school population has been involved in lessons about amateur radio.
______________________________________________________________________________
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August 17, 2015

ARISS-I Delegates Meet This Week in Tokyo

ARISS International Delegates, its Board of Officers, and international team members will meet at Big Sight, Tokyo, Japan on August 20-23, 2015 for a critical meeting to discuss ARISS strategy, teamwork, hardware and operations. Delegates are voting members of ARISS-I, representing the 5 ISS member regions: United States, Russia, Japan, Canada and Europe.

The meeting will open with remarks from meeting host Keigo Komuro, JA1KAB from ARISS Japan and JARL. Other agenda items will include:
· Welcome by the Japanese Space Agency JAXA & an Overview of the JAXA Innovative Satellite Technology Demonstration Program
· ARISS working group business discussions and reports, including: regional reports, ARISS Terms of Reference update, space agency coordination status, sustainability & fundraising and ARISS future endeavors
· Technical discussions on current and future hardware developments,  including: Next Generation ARISS Radio Systems, the Astro-Pi Project, and an update on the Ham-TV system
· Operations discussions, including presentations on: Educational  Activities, International Expansion & Planning of SSTV. School Selection and Regional Scheduling Procedures and plans for the upcoming Tim Peake Mission.

Along with their ambitious schedule the delegates will begin each day with an opportunity for informal discussions and will have the opportunity to visit the Tsukuba Space Center.
______________________________________________________________________________

August 14, 2015

A telebridge contact via IK1SLD with students at Fleurance Astronomy Festival, at College H. Reeves, Fleurance, France was successful Fri 2015-08-14 19:42:01 UTC 46 deg. Cosmonaut Gennady Padalka, RN3DT answered 14 questions for students.

Fleurance is a small town located in the South-West of France near Toulouse, in the Gers department, with about 7,000 inhabitants. One of the main specialties of this city is the French gastronomy, and especially everything made from duck (e.g. french foie gras, duck magret) and melon.  In terms of beverages, Gers is the home region of Armagnac (french alcohol made from white wine), Floc de Gascogne (made from Armagnac and grape must) and Pousse-Rapiére (made from Armagnac and a kind of Champagne).

Since 1991, the French Astronomy Festival takes place in August in Fleurance where more than 10,000 people attend this summer event, the largest European festival on astronomy and space topics. More than 50 international researchers as well as astronauts are welcomed and give lectures to everyone coming to the festival over the week. Since 2006, Astro-jeunes, a kids festival, is organized during the same week, and welcomes more than 200 children per day to unveil them the mysteries of our universe and space conquest history.  A dozen children from this festival and the Fleurance high-school "Hubert Reeves" (sponsor of the Festival) have prepared for this contact both with their physics and English teachers.
______________________________________________________________________________
August 8, 2015

A telebridge contact via IK1SLD with Scouts at Space Jam 9, Rantoul, IL, USA was successful Sat 2015-08-08 at 16:58:02 UTC 33 deg. Astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS hosted the interview, answering 24 questions for assembled Scouts. 

Greetings to all stations from the participants and volunteers of Space Jam 9 in Rantoul, Illinois. Though primarily a weekend Scouting and STEM education event, we are open to all interested youth.  Boy Scouts and Girl  Scouts from 24 states have come together in an educational and fun format to learn more about the life skills that will prepare them for the increasingly complex technological future.  Training is our theme this year.  While it is well known that Scouting teaches pioneering skills like camping and wilderness survival, the new pioneers and wilderness are in outer space and we are working hard at 44 technology oriented Merit Badges and activities, plus some fun things like the Duct Tape Merit Badge.  Talking to the astronauts on the ISS is an unforgettable part of the experience at Space Jam and that's next on our list.  We will not know for many years whether one of these youths becomes an astronaut themselves but it is certain that they are all part of tomorrow's leaders. 
______________________________________________________________________________
August 6, 2015

A telebridge contact via LU1CGB with students at Maroochydore State School, Maroochydore, Queensland,  Australia, was successful Thu 2015-08-06 10:10:26 UTC 59 deg.  Astronaut is Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS answered 10 questions students. The audience at the school included the local State Member of Parliament, and the local Regional Education Director, as well as parents, grandparents and local community members.. Some 48 participants have gained a new insight into the activities of NASA and the ISS program.

Ten students were selected to interview the crew member from Year 5 and Year 6 who have shown an active interest in science and asked deeper questions during class experiments and discussions. Prior to the evening students had built models both cardboard and commercial kits and watched YouTube clips of the launch and the experiments occurring on the ISS. Students also had practice using the radio. Students are creating a news story for the local newspapers to highlight the evening and what they learned from astronaut Lindgren's explanations.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Maroochydore State School is the ‘hidden jewel’ of Maroochydore.  It has a small school atmosphere where the students are encouraged to be active participants in the school day and our teachers know the students.

Our school has an active P&C Association, which greatly contributes to the resources that are available to our students as well as enhancing the school environment for all. We have an emphasis on integrating technology into our teaching and learning activities as well as providing opportunities for our sporting and musical students to further develop their skills and talents. 

We have an emphasis on integrating technology into our teaching and learning activities as well as providing opportunities for our sporting and musical students to further develop their skills and talents.  Maroochydore State School has enhanced the IT capabilities of the students and staff with training and access to the latest in IT.  Across the school students and staff have access to Interactive Whiteboards, classroom computers, a shared Computer Hub, multiple iPads, digital cameras and video equipment.  All classrooms also have access to the internet via the school network or via wi-fi.  Staff has had professional development on the integration of IT into their teaching and learning activities with teacher aides also accessing professional development to enhance their skills.  The integration of iPads into each classroom has opened up a range of learning opportunities via apps as well as for creative presentation of work incorporating productivity apps.
______________________________________________________________________________
August 3, 2015

A telebridge contact with students at ESA Space Camp, Külsheim, Gemany, was successful  Mon 2015-08-03 10:43:44 UTC  75 deg. The interview was conducted via W6SRJ with astronaut  Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS, who answered 21 questions for students.

Read a local news story at: 

The European Space Agency (ESA )Space Camp 2015 will be held in the Germany at a sport and activity centre Aktiv-Welt in  Külsheim, which is situated on the beautiful landscape of  Baden-Württemberg. The camp will run from Sunday 26 July to Saturday 8 August 2015.

165 children aged 8 to 17 years old will be participating in this annual space camp from every ESA establishment in Europe where their parents are working. The children will learn in the spirit of international cooperation and team work where the camp theme of “ My planet, beyond Earth”, will be take these young explorers on a continuing journey around our planet and beyond.  The children will be participating in a range of physical and cultural activities as well as a full space education program.

Apart from the science element, the children will learn how to work as part of a team, to be respectful of different cultures and embrace and appreciate the various talents each child brings to a group. Good training for any ‘first contacts’ that the future may bring! Learning through active participation will be paramount as with every camp - as well as having FUN!

Beyond Earth – as last year, the children will continue to ‘reach for the stars’ with new and innovative activities involving rocket design and launches as well as making observations of the night sky using telescopes. With such an environment as in Külsheim, we hope to explore more of the sky in relatively low light pollution.

The children will be expected to communicate activities in a range of ways from designing and drawing to building models. It is hoped that the spirit of fun and collaboration with such an international group of young children will enable them to learn new things as well as share information which will help each other be better acquainted with the space environment their families work in.
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