October 29, 2015

A direct contact via K5COW with students at Daggett Montessori School K-8, Fort  Worth, Texas, USA, was successful Thu 2015-10-29 14:12:56 UTC 31 deg. Astronaut Kjell Lindgren KO5MOS responded to 10 questions from students.

Find a local news report about the interview at http://www.star-telegram.com/news/local/community/fort-worth/article41837055.html
A school district video of the experience is at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9uzIBucg2SE 
Watch a video recording of the contact at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3pnNBqFRVI 

Daggett Montessori, a “School of Choice” within the Fort Worth Independent School District, was created thirty years ago and was one of the first public school Montessori programs in the nation. Based on the highly successful Montessori methodology and philosophy, Daggett Montessori has approximately 500 students, all selected through a blind lottery system. We are a Title I school, with close to 60% of our students economically disadvantaged. 
 
As a kindergarten through eighth grade program, we provide a safe, nurturing environment that focuses on long term relationships among staff, students, and parents.  Our parents are actively involved in every aspect of school life. Maria Montessori was the first woman to graduate from medical school in Italy so science is an area of particular focus in the Montessori curriculum.  She designed many of the lessons to instill a sense of awe about the natural world. 
Our parents are very involved in every aspect of school at Daggett Montessori. Of particular interest is our greenhouse with an aquaponics system in which we raise various herbs and vegetables.  We also have multiple raised beds in which the children grow vegetables.  Our parents provide gardening lessons on a weekly basis.  Our students were very excited to learn that lettuce is being grown on the ISS!
​______________________________________________________________________________
October 27, 2015

A direct contact  via K8UTT with students at Dearborn Public Schools, Dearborn, Michigan, USA was successful Tue  2015-10-27 16:01:59 UTC 57 deg. Astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS answered 18 questions for students.

Read an advance story about the scheduled contact at   http://patch.com/michigan/dearborn/ground-control-major-tom-dearborn-students-talk-space-station-0
 
Dearborn Public Schools is a public school district that serves a community in suburban Detroit, MI. This school district is part of a growing, vibrant area built upon quality education for nearly 19,600 students. Dearborn also has a unique feature added to this growing, vibrant area. It is home to the largest Arabic-speaking population outside of the Middle East. One out of every two students learns English as a second language. These qualities help to form Dearborn Public Schools into the exceptional and diverse community of learners it is today!
 
Mary Varady, STEM Coordinator for the District has been working with local Amateur Radio operators for almost a year to arrange the contact with the International Space Station.  In the spring of 2015, Dearborn Public Schools Media Tech Specialist Gordon Scannell, an Amateur Radio operator, presented the details of the program to district teachers.  Varady has been working with principals to provide lessons and other activities tied to the event.  Scannell, along with other Amateur Radio volunteers have spent countless hours arranging the technical details for Tuesday’s event including such activities as installing a large temporary antenna on the roof of the Berry Center.
 
Students will be able to ask questions of the ISS crew during their scheduled time.  Varady received more than 2,000 questions from students across the district and then had the daunting task of narrowing them down to only the best. In total, 18 students in grades first through eighth had their questions selected.  In addition, students across the district will be able to tune in and watch as the students gathered in the lecture hall talk with the crew of the International Space Station.  
 
However, an ARISS contact encompasses more than just students asking questions with the ISS crewmember. Additional components include student activities such as class lessons about space research, the International Space Station, and radio technology.  The ARISS contact is a “hands on” real world application of the science, technology, engineering and math being taught in the classroom. 

October 27, 2015

​ A direct contact via RA1AJN between cosmonaut Sergey Volkov RU3DIS and students at "About Gagarin From Space: Ham Radio Session with the Members of Cosmonautics Federation and Students" in St Petersburg, Russia, was successful on 2015-10-27 11:35 UTC.
​______________________________________________________________________________
 
​
October 23, 2015

A direct contact via W8ISS with students at West Michigan  Aviation Academy, Grand Rapids, MI, USA,  was successful Fri 2015-10-23 17:58:48 UTC 49 deg. Astronaut Kimiya Yui, KG5BPH answered 20 questions for students.
 
Local TV news stations reported on the event:
http://www.wzzm13.com/videos/news/local/2015/10/23/students-talk-to-astronaut-aboard-space-station/74486064/
http://woodtv.com/2015/10/23/w-mi-students-chat-with-astronauts-aboard-iss/ 
http://fox17online.com/2015/10/23/local-students-talk-to-an-astronaut-in-space/

Watch a documentary about the event from local WKTV: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gkOvN9CKB9M&authuser=0
Listen to an audio recording of the contact at http://www.k8tb.org/W8ISS%20Edited.mp3

The West Michigan Aviation Academy is a tuition-free public charter high school founded by Dick DeVos upon encouragement from wife, Betsy. Stemming from their passion for both education and aviation, the school opened its doors in the fall of 2010 and is located on the grounds of the Gerald R. Ford International Airport.  Like other high schools, our curriculum includes core subjects. But as an aviation-themed high school the curriculum at WMAA is designed for students who have a passion for aviation and/or an interest in science, technology, engineering and mathematics. (STEM)
 
The Aviation program includes training for the Private Pilot certificate in the student's senior year.  The school owns our own Cessna 172 that is provided at direct operating costs to the students.  Although they must pay for the flight training the total cost is much lower than renting at the local flight school and ground instruction is provided for as part of their elective classes.  Currently we have 11 students in the program and hope to have 18 by the time of the contact.  We also try to get the kids out around the airport to experience the many different job opportunities available in aviation.
 
The Robotics program includes FIRST robotics programs and many of our competitors are taking both engineering and aviation classes.  Our engineering program provides for instruction in aerospace, robotics and electronic fields.  We try to closely alley the Aviation and Engineering departments.
______________________________________________________________________________
October 22, 2015

A direct contact via 8NØSDF with students at Saku Children’s Science Dome for the Future, Saku City, Japan,  was successful Thu 2015-10-22 09:52:21 UTC 54 deg. The interview with astronaut Kimiya Yui, KG5BPH was conducted in Japanese. Yui answered 10 questions for students.

Watch a video of the interview at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gl6fkE14Rrw&feature=youtu.be

​The Saku Children’s Science Dome for the Future is a science museum that was founded in 2001. It has a variety of exhibits on earth science, space, biotechnology, the environment and more. Some of the attractions that gain the attention of the children are a life-size model of a dinosaur, a 170 seat planetarium and a “mercury” display model presented by NASA. The center is located near the birth place of Mr. Kimiya Yui. Mr. Yui himself has visited the center several times. The name of the center has the word “children’s” in it, yet all ages can learn from the Saku Children’s Science Dome for the Future.
______________________________________________________________________________
October 20, 2015

A direct contact via RA1AJN between cosmonaut Sergey Volkov RU3DIS and students at "About Gagarin From Space: Ham Radio Session with the Members of Cosmonautics Federation and Students" in St Petersburg, Russia, was successful on  2015-10-20 14:30 UTC.
______________________________________________________________________________
October 14, 2015

A telebridge contact via IK1SLD with students at Bay View Elementary School in Burlington, Washington, USA was successful  Wed 2015-10-14 19:41:44 UTC 59 deg. Astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS answered 18 of the 20 questions prepared by students.

The contact was the front page headline story in a morning edition local newspaper:  http://www.goskagit.com/all_access/skagit-students-connect-with-space-station/article_c36d5b3d-4bb7-54df-9556-61ffe3483cb7.html

A local television station reported on the event at http://www.king5.com/story/news/education/2015/10/19/students-out-of-this-world-experience-with-nasa/74211850/  

Watch a video of the interview at http://kafe.com/kafe-mornings/watch-bay-view-kids-talk-to-the-iss/ or on the school's website: http://www.be.wednet.edu/site/Default.aspx?PageID=11.   

School Information
Bay View School in Burlington, Washington has been serving kindergarten through eighth grade students in the Burlington-Edison School District for 22 years. Named after the small community of Bayview, which was later incorporated by the town of Burlington, it serves mainly in-district neighborhood students.  This year 562 students are enrolled. The town of Burlington is 66 miles north of Seattle, Washington. Located at the intersection of two major highways, Burlington serves as a retail and commercial hub for the region. Industry is mainly agricultural, retail, and commercial. 

Over the past three years, Bay View has committed to becoming a school of inquiry. Through inquiry and collaboration, Bay View’s purpose is to nurture compassionate, creative, knowledgeable growth-minded world citizens, who pursue dreams and positively impact the future. Bay View continually inquires to understand one essential question. What do we need to understand, commit to and implement to prepare students to be career, college, and/or world ready for the 21st century? This journey has led them to begin creating concept-based units of inquiry at each grade level. Multi-disciplinary and intra-disciplinary units support school-wide connections through inquiry. The opportunity to ask questions of astronauts on the ISS was pursued as an experience that could spark students’ interest in space, engineering, technology, mathematics, and support a school-wide inquiry.
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​October 9, 2015

A direct contact via 9M2RPN with students at Sekolah Kebangsaan Taman Tun Dr Ismail (1), Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia  was successful Fri 2015-10-09 08:00:04 UTC 47 deg.  Astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS answered 15 questions for students.

Listen to a recording of the contact at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCMo_BkXOaI

School Information
Our first ARISS contact was made in 2007 when, Malaysia's first Astronaut Shiekh Muzapher went on board the ISS. We made 5 direct contacts when, some 80 school children talked to him and asked questions.  Since then it has become a highly sought after yearly event which is tied up with the Prime Minister's Space Challenge Trophy.  This year we will be making our 8th yearly contact. Since the schools do not have ground stations, they make use of Satellite Ground Station at the National Planetarium established in 1995 under the call sign of 9M2RPN. The schools are the nurseries to produce future astronauts and space scientists.  The forthcoming contact in October 2015 provides the hands on experience and the seeding operation for tomorrow's space scientists.
​______________________________________________________________________________
October 6, 2015

A telebridge contact via LU1CGB with students at Corpus Christi Catholic School, Chambersburg, PA, USA  was successful Tue 2015-10-06 16:29:32 UTC 33 deg. Students received answers to 18 questions from astronaut Kjell Lindgren, KO5MOS.

Read a local news story about the event: http://archive.publicopiniononline.com/local/ci_28933696/corpus-christi-students-take-call-from-astronaut-aboard

Listen to a recording of the contact:
00:00
00:00
[bookmark: _GoBack]School Information
Corpus Christi Catholic School is a K - 8 Roman Catholic Elementary School, located in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania. With an enrollment of 215 students and 17 full-time and 3 part-time faculty members, Corpus Christi School is committed to the pursuit of excellence in Catholic education. The school strives to be on the cutting edge of technology with Smartboards in every classroom, two computer labs, iPads, and Chromebooks.  Students in the primary grades participate in weekly swim lessons at the local YMCA.  Intermediate grades place a strong emphasis on STEM related concepts and careers.  Grades four through eight have background knowledge of NASA starting with Gemini and continuing onto Mars.  In 2013, three teachers were selected to be on the Reduced Gravity Flight through NASA Explorer Schools.  This experience increased the entire students’ awareness of space flight and experiments being conducted in microgravity on the International Space Station. Middle school students are able to expand their curriculum by traveling to major cities such as Pittsburgh, Washington DC, and Williamsburg, VA.  Scores on standardized tests are above the national average.  School pride runs deep with the students, faculty, staff and parents.    
​______________________________________________________________________________
October 1, 2015

A direct contact via 8N2F with students at Fukara Junior High School, Susono, Japan, was successful Thu 2015-10-01 10:26:55 UTC 85  deg. Thirteen students were able to ask 17 questions of astronaut Kimiya Yui before the signal was lost.

Watch a video recording of the contact at: http://www.ariss.jp/fukara/8n2f.wmv

Fukara Junior High School is located in the eastern part of Susono City in Shizuoka Prefecture. Susono faces magnificent Mt. Fuji to the northwest, and extends to the crater of Mt. Hakone in the east. We have an unbroken view from the foot of Mt. Fuji to Suruga Bay.This school is a smaller school with only 147 students – 2 classes for each grade. The students are friendly and obedient and the school is always full of activity. All of the students belong to a sports team – we have baseball, basketball, volleyball, tennis, and table tennis teams, so all of the students are involved in sports. Integrated activities are the focus of our educational philosophy. For example, we perform a play each year called “The Canal of Life”, in which the students study about local history and perform a play about the work left behind by our forbearers – an irrigation canal that was built in the area. Through this kind of study, the students develop many strong ties to their community as well as pride in their hometown. Also, all the students in the school analyze newspaper articles each morning to build awareness of current events around the world. They form their own thoughts and opinions about each article, and discuss their opinions with friends to further develop their thought process. This is how we are promoting the NIE program (Newspapers in Education). The opportunity to talk with Mr. Yui via wireless transmission is a valuable experience to the students. We believe that this activity will elevate the quality of our students.   
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