ARISS-i teleconference June 17, 2008

“ARCOL” 
· At ARISS Meeting 2005 Guildford :

· A Digital ATV project was presented for Columbus and 

· “the ARISS delegates voted unanimously to have a project committee set up by ARISS-Europe.  This committee will develop within the next six months, a strategy, and they will present proposals regarding hardware systems for the Columbus module.  Status updates will be given by the committee at each ARISS-I monthly teleconference”

· The project committee started work end 2005 but slowed down till October 2007 when getting antennas installed became less uncertain. P&U Committee chairman participated to the teleconferences. Recently, the project committee was called ARCOL.   

· The project is to develop :

· A wideband transponder

· (D)ATV capabilities (at least on downlink)

· Possibly an initial (commercial) equipment 

· Two debates are going on :

· Analog versus Digital ATV

· Wroclaw University proposal versus Amateur Only  

· The principle of installing in the ISS Columbus module a wideband L/S-band transponder and to provide also (D)ATV facilities, at least on downlink, has been submitted for approval to ARISS S&U Committee.

· ESA Columbus Management has been informed that ARISS intends to install Amateur Radio equipment on Columbus and put the antennas in use.

