ARISS International Teleconference

Tuesday July 22, 2003  11:30 UTC (7:30 am ET).


Participants:

Frank Bauer, 301-286-3102
Rosalie White, 860-594-0237
Ken Pulfer
Gaston Bertels, 32.2.771.67.74

Keigo Komuro

Masanobu Tsuji, 81-47-361-0232

Tadeu Fernandes, PY1KCF (Brazil representative)

Lou McFadin, (407) 658-8179
Sergej Samburov, 256 -961 6138
Carolynn Conley, 281-244.8150
Mark Steiner, 301-286-5769
Mike Miller, 615-230-5650
Miles Mann, 978-251-0308
Interpreter: Edward Halrullin
Ken Nichols
Dave Larsen, 209-223-5000
Scott Anderson 281.286.1336

Mark Spencer, ARRL

Absent:

Larry Agabekov, 720-535-8988
Robin Haighton, 905-335-5892
Roy Neal, 336-887-7222


 
Agenda:

1)  ARISS associate membership, Lead:  Ken Pulfer

Ken has updated the change to the title suggested by Keigo and received only minor other comments on his emailed proposal, all of which made it much better. All appears to be ready for a vote.

Delegates will soon be asked to vote when Frank sends it out via email.


2)  Joint US/Russian Mini-TIM at NASA JSC, June 23-July 2,  Presenter:  Frank Bauer

Summary:

This meeting was mostly about hardware development with a presenter from Kenwood-Japan speaking about the D-700 Phase 2 radios. Also, covered were discussions on the design, development and testing of the SSTV system, and Yaesu design development. Also discussed were hardware delivery dates and school group operations in Russia. When meetings were nearing completion, a protocol was generated with specifics for interfacing hardware and development and delivery. This protocol should be on the AMSAT server soon. 

Frank – very good meeting, met intentions of defining many items for upcoming hardware development. Lots of collaboration, teamwork, and progress made. 

Started Monday, June 23, 2003, ended July 1.

Kenwood representative from Japan assisted in the D700 discussions and planning. Have developed a user-friendly interface to the crew using the 5 Program Modes.

Sergej: He will be attending a safety meeting for this 2nd phase hardware immediately after this telecon.

Miles: Is Sergej planning on putting SSTV in crewmembers’ homes?

Sergej: Is good idea, will pass along, not sure if have enough time to do SSTV at home.

Frank: Note that plans to launch the Yaesu have been delayed in order to deliver the Kenwood.

3)  Phase 2 hardware status, Kenwood D700 Radio Presenters:  Frank Bauer and Sergej Samburov 

User friendly interfaces were set up for the crew. This includes voice, crossband, APRS, packet and emergency operations. Frequency pairs were imbedded, software and firmware were installed, output was lowered to 25 watts, and Russian certification (including replacement of non-flight cables) was worked on. Moscow office of Kenwood assisted in the software and hardware final modifications and verification.We hope we can deliver the hardware delivered for Phase 2 (Kenwood, power supplies and 4 switches) to be launched via a Progress (12P) on August 30 after all are tested and certificated this week. The Expedition 8 crew, Michael Foale and Alexander Kaleri, should be able to install the equipment on-board ISS. This work was all done and coordinated by the international team of Sergej, the Japanese Kenwood people and the US team. Delegates thanked the team.

Testing in KIS tomorrow, including power supply. Will also measure turn-on current transients for the entire system.

Rev. D will be loaded tomorrow by Sergej himself. Frank emphasized that Rev. 2 of the ARISS MCP must be used, not earlier versions nor the market version.

Sergej: Still need to finish support CD-ROM and ODF items. Frank stated that US team will support him on these items.


4)  SSTV Status:  Presenters:  Miles Mann and Lou McFadin

Launch opportunities will be known after all signatures are on the protocols – maybe October if hardware is shipped to Goddard in mid-August for delivery for flight in late August and hardware and software testing is successfully completed. 

Miles – Fixed software bug that locked up slow computers. Tested on Wiener computer provided by Sergej. Still finishing some cosmetic fixes on user interface and file formats.

Lou – Hardware worked well. Found out that Ericsson radio audio is very high level, so will bring volume-controlled line to SSTV (also will be squelched as well).

Miles is aiming to have software by end of July, manual by mid-August.

4A) Russian School Contacts:

For the ARISS school group: The cosmonauts have very few Russian school group operations– there are very few radios in the schools, and when the ISS is over Russia, crews are talking with Mission Control. So we will try a pilot project with using the Hawaiian or Australian telebridge. 


5)  Starshine on Station and Shadow Experiment (If time permits)

This discussion was postponed because Mike could not stay on the teleconference.

Respectfully submitted,

Rosalie White, K1STO


Mark Steiner, K3MS

