Minutes of ARISS International Monthly Meeting
Go To Meeting/Teleconference
August 17, 2021 – 1100 UTC
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Meeting Agenda 
Welcome—Frank Bauer, KA3HDO 
Frank opened the meeting by reminding attendees that we are a special and close family and it is a special day for Sergey. Today is his 70th birthday. “Happy birthday, Sergey, and thank you for all you do. We have something special for you.” Frank showed everyone an artwork created by Martha’s niece. It showed a Russian cosmonaut on the moon looking toward the earth with the ISS in view. Frank pointed out the Russian flag on the sleeve of the spacesuit and the handy talky in the cosmonaut’s hand. The ARISS program involved the people on Earth and the astronauts and cosmonauts on ISS and possibly in the future, operations on the moon. Sergey replied “thank you for your kind words. It is great to be here with this special family.” It turns out that it was Eric Oosterbaan’s birthday, too. Attendees wished Eric happy birthday, too. 
1. Minutes 
Martha had sent the Minutes of the July meeting to the attendees earlier to read over. Rosalie White made a motion to accept the Minutes. Glenn MacDonell seconded that motion which was then approved. The Minutes are to be sent to Carol Jackson to be posted on the ARISS-I website. 

2. SSTV Experiment Committee Report 
Oliver stated that the kick off meeting of this committee will occur sometime next week. He has come up with Terms of Reference and will send them to the committee members. The current members are Oliver Amend, John Kludt, Lou McFadin, Armand Budzianowski, Jan Poppeliers, and Bertus Husken. Anyone who wants to join this committee should send an email to Oliver. 
Ad Hoc 
Gaston asked Sergey to speak about the Kursk University that he has been working on. The main idea is to send videos to schools via satellites. They will need to send a computer to the ISS. Next year a CubeSat will be deployed to help with this. 2 m and 70 cm bands will be used (send on one band, receive on the other). All of the hardware will need to be certified. Sergey hopes to present the hardware to the Face to Face meeting next year. 
Frank said that discussions continue with Axiom about using Axiom private astronauts with our program. Axiom is set to fly its first rocket in January 2022. A second one will fly later in that year. Some of those astronauts are considering or have expressed interest in supporting some of our activities. This is all still preliminary. Training is yet to be accomplished later on but it is looking very promising. 
Face to Face meeting planning: Frank talked with Kevin Zari at the Kennedy Space Center. Kevin talked with members of the KSC Amateur Radio Club and those discussions seemed positive. We will know more about holding the Face to Face meeting there next year by next month’s ARISS-I meeting. We should know more about a potential date for the meeting by then, too. All of this is pending the Covid situation, of course but at least we’re talking about a Face to Face meeting! 
Frank said that ARISS-USA recently selected five folks to new leadership positions, These include positions as Associate Director, Director of Public Engagement, Director of Volunteer Resources, Director of Engineering, and Secretary. Marty Schulman NV3H, the new ARISS-USA Associate Director, is attending today’s meeting. Marty said hello. 
Frank wrapped up the day’s meeting by again wishing Sergey and Eric happy birthdays. He pointed out that Gaston has his 94th birthday coming up in September. Gaston pointed out that he was born in the year of the first solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean by Charles Lindbergh. 
Frank added that we all share a passion for Amateur Radio and for space science. “Thanks for the camaraderie and friendship.” 

The next ARISS-I meeting will be on September 21 at 1100 UTC
