	September 15, 2016
A direct contact via EA7URJ with students at C.E.PR. Almadén, Jaén, Spain was successful Thu 2016-09-15 08:14:19 UTC 52 deg. Astronaut Kate Rubins KG5FYJ answered 13 questions for students. 
 
Watch a YouTube video of the interview.
https://youtu.be/SUH8suf56ko

C.E.PR. is a Primary Education State School. This school year (2013/2014) there are 420 students from 6 to 12 years old. C.E.PR. Almadén is a Multilingual School with Français as L2 and English as L3.
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September 10, 2016
A contact via telebridge station W5SRJ with students and scouts at Lewis and Clark National Historic Park, Astoria, OR, USA was successful Sat 2016-09-10 17:03:19 UTC 43 deg. Astronaut Kate Rubins, ​KG5FYJ, answered the 19th question posed by students as the ISS passed over the horizon at W5SRJ.

Watch a recording of the interview at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t1wUTi_uaeI&app=desktop
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Thomas Jefferson was a scientist and a pioneer in many fields of study including biology, geography, meteorology, and ethnology.  Since at least 1793 he had been planning for an exploration of the largest remaining unexplored land on earth: the American West.  This resulted in the four pages of detailed instructions that he gave to Meriwether Lewis during their 1801-03 planning for the voyage of the Corps of Discovery.   The resulting 1804-06 U.S. Army expedition to explore along the Missouri and Columbia Rivers was led by Captains Meriwether Lewis and William Clark.  The 33 diverse members of the Corps spent the winter of 1805-06 at a campsite they built just a few miles from the mouth of the Columbia River and named after the local Clatsop Indians.  At Fort Clatsop, the captains planned for the return journey to the United States and worked on writing scientific descriptions of the plants and animals they’d encountered that were new to science (a total of 178 species of plants and 122 animals by the end of the trip).  Like President Thomas Jefferson and Captain Meriwether Lewis, today’s astronauts have a curiosity for exploring beyond known frontiers.  

Some local students who have participated in various education programs at Lewis and Clark National Historical Park and live in surrounding Clatsop County have been learning about the International Space Station (ISS) and are hoping to have a brief radio conversation with an ISS astronaut.   All of these students live in Clatsop County and are familiar with the park through field trips, park summer camps, family visits, or education programs with rangers visiting their classrooms. The park connected with these students through four relationships: 

   1. The Northwest Regional Educational Service District and the Astoria School District offer a migrant summer school to serve students who have moved within the last three years for their parent’s work.  Several of these students participated in summer camps that the park offered and they were excited about the opportunity to learn about the International Space Station and talk with an astronaut.
   2.  Three small local Girl Scout Troops (#10025, #10026, #10086) were interested in this opportunity as they have been focusing on the three keys to Girl Scouting which are Discovering, Connecting, and Taking Action.  The girls and their leaders were happy to incorporate this ARISS opportunity into their projects.
   3.  The Fort Clatsop District of Boy Scouts includes local troop #509 and #542.  Since Scouting is about character development and having confidence in yourself to Be Prepared, the ARISS program is a good challenge for these youngsters.  Their district is named in honor of the 1805-06 winter encampment of the 33 people of the Lewis and Clark Expedition .
   4.  Three of the youth recruited for this special program are children or grandchildren of Lewis and Clark National Historical Park rangers and were excited to learn that an astronaut radio conversation would be happening in their park.

September 9, 2016
A direct contact via KCØNFL with students at Lawrence Public Library, Lawrence  KS, USA was successful Fri 2016-09-09 16:25:42 UTC 56 deg. Astronaut Takuya Onishi KF5LKS answered 13 questions for students and an assembled audience of 300.  91 others watched the livestream online. 
​
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Watch a video of the interview on YouTube at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WS0lQEOT-r4

An article published in School Library Journal provides a recap of the preparation and planning process: http://www.slj.com/2017/04/technology/hello-space-station-teens-chat-with-an-astronaut-via-ham-radio/#_

​Lawrence Public Library (LPL) is located in the vibrant community of Lawrence, Kansas. Lawrence has a population of around 87,000 people and is home to the University of Kansas.
 
LPL provides free access to a wide range of informational, intellectual, and cultural resources for our community. We seek to create an environment in which all members of the community feel welcome, and to act as a community living room where all types of important topics can be discussed and examined.
 
Through participation in the ARISS program, we hope to provide all members of our community with the opportunity to learn more about space exploration, the international space station, and radio in general. We most especially are hoping to encourage 6-12th graders in our community to expand their horizons and consider STEM careers.
 
In the months leading up to our contact with the International Space Station LPL has provided a number of programs in partnership with the Douglas County Amateur Radio Club ranging from building crystal radios and preparing for and taking the radio technician exam, to star gazing and learning about the science of rocketry and what life is like in space. Space-themed story hours for the smallest kids, and book displays for teens and adults also sought to educate and excite as many community members as possible about the upcoming contact.
 
Our full community was encouraged to become involved in the contact by submitting potential questions to ask the astronauts, and then by voting for their favorite questions in order to narrow the list down to our community's top 20. A lucky group of 6-12th graders will get to ask these questions as we all listen in to the radio contact.
 
In the hours surrounding our contact LPL and a number of local organizations will provide activities and informational booths on everything from what it takes to become an astronaut, to activities such as launching paper rockets on the library lawn.
 
It will be an event for the whole community to enjoy, and an opportunity for our teens to look beyond the everyday and imagine a future with STEM.
​​
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