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ARISS-I in Canada has two delegates, one from AMSAT NA and one from Radio Amateurs of Canada, the IARU National Society. While the undersigned represents RAC, Maurice-André Vigneault, VE3VIG, the AMSAT Delegate could not be with us this year due to health issues. He sends his best regards.

The Canadian ARISS team has now grown to 14 people working in diverse fields all with the goal to help achieve successful contacts. Since the first Canadian school contact on February 9th, 2001, we have logged a total of 52 ISS contacts and 7 terrestrial ones. Presently, there are 12 applications either already accepted or pending acceptance. This number is likely to increase quite a bit as we are now in a campaign to line up as many schools as possible for the upcoming trip in space by Canadian Astronaut Chris Hadfield, VA3OOG, who should fly in about a year for a six month stay. In addition, Canada has volunteered to receive contact requests from unattached countries. Maurice-André reports that he now has applications from Uruguay, Ecuador, Argentina, El Salvador and two from Brazil.

We are fortunate that Maurice-André, VE3VIG, is the Amateur in charge of the Canadian Science and Technology Museum in Ottawa. He oversees a complete and working Amateur station with full satellite capabilities that is staffed daily by experienced Hams and that is visited by a lot of schools and general public. This exhibit helps a lot in the promotion of ARISS in Canada. Also, M.-A. has set up a portable exhibit that he takes to hamfests in both Ontario and Quebec. CSA is also helping by providing give away that are always sure to be in great demand.

As already reported in previous years, The University of Manitoba is working on a project of building a Telebridge station that would greatly improve coverage of the nothern portions of the ISS orbits. Also, they are building a Cube Sat that is said to be coming along nicely.

Canada also prouds itself of being the IRLP capital of the world. This project has helped a lot of schools to either join-in a contact  or to listen-in to others. 

We also have on our team Hams that are sitting on some ARISS Committee. Maurice-André is on the School Selection Committee, Ken Pulfer, VE3PU on the Public Relations Committee and Darin Cowan, VE3OIJ, on the Project Selection and use Committee.

Finally, a special thanks to our three Canadian Mentors, Brian Jackson, VE6JBJ, Stefan Wagener, VE4NSA and Steve McFarlane, VE3TBD who are doing a super job in sometimes difficult circumstances.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel A. Lamoureux, VE2KA

Delegate - Canada

